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‘Christian Liberality.—The liberality which dis- 
f the 
apostles, examples of which are embalmed in the 
inspired records, is rarely witnessed in our day. 
That there are many who devise and execute 
liberal things, is not to be denied; and to say 
that there is not a growing spirit of liberality 
manifested in the prosecution of benevolent en- 
terprise, among Christians generally, would be 
doing them injustice. But when we look at the 
primitive Christians contributing to the wants of 
the poor, and the propagation of the Gospel, ac- 
cording to their ability—* yea, and beyond their 


tinguished the church during the d 


ability"=—beyond What they could have con- 


tributed; without great self-denial; when we 
consider further, that Christians owe whatever 
they possess to the Lord, who gives it to be used, 
not for selfish ends, but for his glory—that they 
owe to Him their very souls, their best services, 
their present comfo:ts, and their hopes of endless 
blessedness; and when we think what the Lord 
has done for us in the covenant of grace, what he 
has bestowed upon us in the gift of his Son and 
‘Holy Spirit, and what he has laid up for us in 
eternity—and then compare our frigid affections, 
our stinted service, our parsimonious contribu- 
tions to the support and promotion of the Gospel, 
with the righteous claims of God upon us,— 


truly we have much ‘reason for self-reproach and 
shame, and speedy repentance. 


family from 


tress, but everlasting wo; not to the death of the 
body, but to the ruin of the soul; not to a single 
family, but to a wortp? What ought we to do! 
Why, we ought to do every thing that our pray- 
ers, and labours, and influence, and money can 
accomplish—every thing that will bear the light 
of a judgment day, and mcet with the approbation 
of our Saviour. 

- While these remarks are applicable to Chris- 
tian benevolence in the prosecution of any, or 


all of its various objects, we wish in a particular 


manner, to direct the attention of our Christian 
‘brethren to that sacred and important cause, in 
which the Board of Missions is engaged. We 
admit, with cheerfulness, the high claims of other 
benevolent enterprises upon the attention, affec- 
tion, prayers and patronage of our brethren. But 
to Presbyterians, the ample support and success 


of their own Missionary Institutions, and first of 


all, that which instrumentally communicates the 
privileges of the Gospel and the tidings of salva- 
tion to many thousands in our own land, should be 
an object of no mean interest, and should not fail 
to call forth a corresponding liberality. For some 
time past, the movements of the Board have been 
made under considerable discouragement, owing 
to the little apparent interest taken in its pros- 
perity by a great portion of the church. Some 
churches and individuals have done well, and we 


have no doubt that the Lord will make them a 


due return in spiritual blessings. May we not 
‘be permitted to hope, without encountering the 
deadening influence of disappointment, that our 
Christian brethren who seem to have forgotten 
us amidst the multiplicity of other_affairs, will 
remember the good cause in which the Board is 
engaged, and come up to their help with prompt- 
‘ness and efficiency ?—Yes; depending on the 
Lord, in whose hand are the hearts of all men, 
the Board will go forward, trusting that the Pres- 
byterian Church will be animated by a spirit, 


which will not suffer the standard-bearers of 


the ergss, who have planted it in the spiritual 
deaglations of our country, to be driven from the 
posts which they occupy, because the church felt 
too little interest in the salvation of souls, to sus- 
tain them. 


Worthy of Imitation.—In the Second Presbyte- 


rian Church, Albany, under the pastoral care of 


the Rev. Dr. Sprague, a Ladies’ Benevolent As- 
sociation has been formed, Which pledges one 
hundred dollars of its funds to the support of a 
missionary in the Valley of the Mississippi, to 
be nominated by the Board.—Also, a Society has 
been formed among the members of the First 
- Presbyterian Church, Albany, under the pastoral 


care of the Rev. John Campbell, the funds of 


which are to be appropriated to the support of a 
missionary to be nominated by the Board.—We 


like this plan exceedingly ; both on account of 


the amount of benevolent feeling which it brings 


into immediate exercise, and the increased secu- 
rity which it gives over every other plan, for ex- 
tending and perpetuating a missionary spirit in 
In such cases, the missionaries 
will not only report to the Board, but also to 
the association which contributes to their sup- 


the churches. 


port; and thus a special interest in the success 
of the missionary, or missionaries, patronized 
by each church, will be excited. Their affec- 
tions, prayers _and efforts, will be animated 
and encouraged by every direct communication 
‘from the field which, in the persons of their own 
missionaries, the several churches cultivate. The 
mutual esteem and sympathy growing out of the 
relation which subsists between the missionary 


and- his charge, and the church which aids 
them, will tend in no small degree, to foster 
Christian chasity, and strengthen the hands that 
are uplifted for the prosperity of Zion. We 
hope, therefore, that the plan adopted by the 
churches in Albany, will be adopted by many 


others. 


A Donation.—The following extract from a let- 
ter, enclosing jifty Dollars, will be read with in- 


CENTS :f paid in six months. 


Who would not 
readily abridge his indulgences, or even his 
comfort, for the sake of saving an unfortunate 
in misery and death by plague 
or famine? Then, what ought we to do when 
the question has respect, not to temporary dis- 


terest. One half of the donation is, according ta 
the desire of the donor, placed in the hands of the 
Board for missionary purposes, and the other half 
wilke@> -agfroprinted to-the purchase of Biles 
or Testaménts, in the proper language, or lan- 
guages, to be sent to the Heathen. 


‘¢ Some months ago, the donor, Mrs. C., was 
to all appearance on her death-bed, and her mind 
was much exercised in contemplating the spiri- 
tual condition of the heathen, and the destitute in 
our own country. It has pleased God to restore 
her to health,-and as an expression of gratitude to 
Him, and an evidence of her desire for the salva- 
tion of the many who are perishing for lack ef 
vision, she put the above sum in my hands for 
the objects above specified.” 


Reader—do you owe no expression of gratitude 
to God? Have you never compassionated the 
sad situation of the spiritually destitute? And 
have you not given faithful evidence of your de- 
sire for the salvation of the souls that are perish- 
ing? If you have not, let this example remind 
you of your duty to “ go,”’ and according to your 
ability, **do likewise.” 

Missionary labour and success—Genessee county, 

¥.—hisé moral wilderness indeed! When 
I came Rere, in August last, there was scarcely 
the semblance of a church. It was in the last 
stage of dissolution; a shattered frame, without 
covering, or inside finish. The members are 
very poor, and scattered over considerable terri- 
tory. I examined the situation of this desolated 
Zion. I viewed it well, in all its outward posts, 
and broken walls and gates, and thought it ex- 
tremely problematical whether it could be rebuilt; 
but I concluded to fry. 

I have preached to this people three sermons 
every sabbath, (with two exceptions, when I 
preached twice each time,) and from one to three 
sermons through the week—visited every family 
in the congregation, and some of the poorer and 
necessitous several times—established Bible 
classes in different parts of the congregation. 
When I came to this place, there had been a Sab- 
bath school, which has since been revived with 
some promise. ‘The Tract distribution has been 
revived, and the ‘Temperance cause has taken a 
new turn, and flourishes well. Much good is 
evidently doing in this department of Christian 
enterprise: several drunkards have been re- 
claimed. 

I have administered the Lord’s Supper twice ; 
received five new members into the church, and 
examined five more, who will unite with the 
church next communion. I have searched out 
many poor people, secluded from. seciety on ac- 
count of their poverty. Some of them gave me 
encouraging evidence of their piety; two or three 
of these I hope to give you some account of, here- 
after. We have now a visiting committee, who 
have commenced the blessed work of visiting 
every family in the congregation. This, we 
think, is likely to produce great good. I have 
organized a new church in the town of Java, ten 
miles from this, under very favourable auspices. 
* * * * My labours are great and eonstant; but 
my dear and ever faithful Master makes my 
strength equal to my day. Once I could not have 
believed that I could endure so much; but I am 
now ready for any, and every labour that presents 
itself as a duty to be performed. 


Gradual progress in Spiritual Improvement.— 
The moral and religious history of M » as 
was intimated to you on a former occasion, is 
somewhat interesting. 

Proverbially wicked one year ago,—its charac- 
ter is now greatly improved. A Sabbath school 
which was organized last Spring, and has con- 
tinued to flourish to this time, together with oc- 
casional preaching and prayer-meetings, during 
the summer was, under God, the means of effect- 
ing a very favourable change. Since the com- 
mencement of my labours, the prospects of doing 
good have continued to become more encouraging. 
On Christmas day, when I preached to the chil- 
dren of both my parishes—a proposal was made 
to raise five dollars, so that we might bo cn- 
titled to the bounty which the American Sun- 
day School Union extends to poor schools, and 
thus secure ten dollars worth of books for a Li- 
brary: but to my agreeable surprise, about twen- 
ty dollars was immediately subscribed. About 
seventy scholars are now in attendance, and the 
number is increasing. 

Through the benevolence of Mr. J IT . 
| who intends removing his family to this place in 
the Spring, a house of worship, a frame—thirty 
by forty feet, has been erected. As yet we can 
only occupy the school-room in the basement; 
and the place is already ‘too strait’? for us. As 
soon as the weather will permit, the frame will 
be plastered and finished; aud the people can be 
comfortably accommodated, and the congregation 
may be expected to be considerably increased. 
Our assemblies here are, for the most part, deeply 
solemn; and I am often constrained to say, 
‘¢surely the Lord is in this place.”? Many who 
were formerly careless and openly wicked, have 
been brought to feel less or more on the subject 
of religion—a few deeply; and two or three at 
least have I hope been born of God. This field 


and Neff. Oh, that your unworthy missionary 
had more of their spirit, so that God might per- 
mit him to witness more of their success ? 

I have also considered it my duty to endeavour 
to secure the settlement of a good common-school 
teacher in this place; and have been successful in 
procuring one, well qualified, who will enter upon 
his duties on the first of April. This I consider 
very intimately connected with the interests of 
the Sabbath school. There is no other preaching 
in this place; except occasionally by one or two 
Welch brethren, who minister to their country- 
men in their own language. The enemy also is 
on the alert. We have infidelsamongus. Some 
come to hear me preach. ‘I'hey are trying to 
make proselytes. 


INTERESTING INQUIRERS. 

The following is an extract from a letter of a 
Mr. Walker, an Indian Interpreter, of the Wyan- 
dot tribe who has been on an exploring tour west 
of the Mississippi. The fact stated in reference 
to the Flat-head Indians is encouraging to Chris- 
tian faith and illustrative of the prophecies in re- 
ference to the latter day. May this and every 
other tribe of our aboriginal population soon be 
sought out by Christian teachers and made ac- 
quainted with the truth as it is in Jesus. 


From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 


WMinmediately after we landed at St. Louis, on 
our way to the west, I proceeded to Gen. Clarke, 
superintendent of Indian affairs, to present our 
letters of introduction from the secretary of war, 
and to receive the same from him to the different 
Indian agents in the upper country. While in 
his office and transacting business with him, he 
informed me that three chiefs from the Flat-Head 
nation were in his house, and were quite sick, and 
‘that one (the fourth) had died a few days ago. 
They were from the west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Curiosity prompted me to step into the 
adjoining room to see them, having never seen 
any, but often heard of them. 1 was struck with 
their appearance. They differ in appearance 
from any tribe of Indians I have ever seen : small 
in size, delicately formed, small limbs, and the 


is not unlike some of those cultivated by Oberlin | 


most exact symmetry throughout, except the 
head. The distance they had travelled on_ foot 
was «nearly three thousand miles to see Gen. 
Clarke, their great father, as they called him, 
he being the first American officer they ever be- 
came acquainted with,.and having much confi- 
dence in him, they had come to consult him, as 
they said, upon very important matters. Gen. C. 
related to me the object of their mission, and, 
my dear friend, it is impossible for me to describe 
to you my feelings while listening to his narrative. 
I will here relate it as briefly as I well can. It 
appeared that some white man had penetrated in-. 
to their country, and happened to be a spectator 
at one of their religious ceremonies, which they 
scrupulously perform at stated periods. He in- 
formed them that their mode of worshipping the 
supreme Being was radically wrong, and instead 
of being acceptable and pleasing, it was displeas- 
ing to him; he also informed them that the white 
people away toward the rising of the sun had been 
put in possession of the true mode of worshipping 
the great Spirit. They had a book containing di- 
rections how to conduct themselves in order to 
enjoy his favor and hold converse with him; and 
with this guide, noone need go astray, but every 
one that would follow the directions laid down 
there, could enjoy, in this life, his favor, and af- 
ter death would be received into the country 
where the great Spirit resides, and live for cver 
with him. 

Upon receiving this information, they called a 
national council to take this subject into conside- 
ration. Some said, if this be true, it is certainly 
high time we were put in possession of this mode, 
and if our mode of worshipping be wrong and dis- 
pleasing to the great Spirit, it is time we had 
laid it aside, we must know something more 
about this, itis a matter that cannot be put off, 
the sooner we know it the better. ‘They accord- 
ingly deputed four of their chiefs to proceed to St. 
Louis to see their great father Gen. Clarke, to in- 
quire of him, having no doubt that he would tell 
them the whole truth about it. 

They arrived at St. Louis, and presented them- 
selves to Gen. C. The latter was somewhat 
puzzled, being sensible of the responsibility that 
rested on him; he however proceeded by inform- 
ing them that what they had been told by the 
white man in their own country, was true. ‘Then 
went into a succinct history ‘of man, from his 
creation down to the advent of the Saviour; ex- 
plained to them all the moral precepts contained 
in the Bible, expounded to them the decalogue, 
informed them of the advent of the Saviour, his 
life, precepts, his death, resurrection, ascension, 
and the relation he now stands to man as a media- 
tor—that he will judge the world, &c. 

Poor fellows, they were not all permitted to re- 
turn home to their people with the intelligence. 
‘wo died-in St. Louis, and the remaining two, 
though somewhat indisposed, set out for their 
native land. Whether they reached home or not 
isnot known. The change of climate and diet 
operated very severely upon their health. Their 
mse when at home is chiefly vegetables and 

esh, 

If they died on their way home, they died inqui- 
rers after the truth. I was informed that the Flat- 
Heads, as a nation, have the fewest vices of any 
tribe of Indians on the continent of America. — 


Tre Rev. Mr. Mann’s Sermon on THE IMAGE 
or Gop, from the texts, Genesis i. 27. aud James 
lll. 9. 

Among the opinions broached of late by pro- 
fessedly Calvinistic divines, those of this sermon 
will certainly be regarded as somewhat new. A 
review of it from the hand of one who has long 
been engaged in the labours of the Gospel, and 
who is entitled to our fullest confidence, lies be- 
fore us. We are happy to present some extracts 
from it to our readers, and cannot refrain from 
saying that the unscriptural views which are here 
unmasked, appear to us the legitimate offspring 
of the principles advocated by a school of theolo- 
gy too well known to need naming. 

The author of the sermon remarks that there 
are two inquiries which demand attention in his 
text. 

“J, What is the image of God in which man 
was created ? 

“II, Do mankind possess that image now ?”’ 

And remarks: 
— 7, Weare taught that God created man in his 
own image. What was that image? 

“I'he common idea is, that this image con- 
sisted principally in holiness: Thus we are taught 
that * God created man after his own image, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness.’ ” 


But this view of the image of God, did not 
satisfy Mr. Mann, and he goes on to deny that 
| holiness can be created, and reasons that as it can- 
‘not be, “it is evident that the image of God in 
| Which man was created was not holiness,” 


| ‘To the inquiry then, in what that imago does 
consist, he replies— 


| ‘It consists in those exalted powers and facul- 


| ties of the soul, which make us capable of moral 
/action. It consists in reason, understanding, 
affections, and will, by which we can distinguish 
between right and wrong, and can choose the one 
and refuse the other. 

“ The soul, with all its intellectual and moral 
powers, and its capability of endless duration, is the 
image of God in man. It is the sou/, aside from 
all its exercises and actions, whether bad or good. 
It is the soul itself, distinct from all its acts, 
which constitutes the image of Deity with which 
all men are created. As this image of God con- 
sists in the intellectual and moral powers of the 
soul, it is evident that Adam possessed that image 
after his transgression as well as before. Just so 
it is with his posterity. We have, in the same 
sense that Adam had, the image of God. Adam 
retained the image of his Maker, in which he was 
created, after his apostacy.”’ 


Mr. Mann further discusses the question whether 
‘¢mankind possess that image now ?”’ and on it 
reinarks as follows: 


‘Tf that image be the rational and immortal 
soul, with its powers and faculties, then it is cer- 
tain that nana possess it now.” . * But it may 
be asked, Do not the Scriptures teach us that 
mankind have lost the image of God? I have no 
doubt, my hearers, you will be surprised at the 
assertion, that the Scriptures no where teach any 
such sentiment. I was myself surprised, when 
on making examination, I became satisfied of the 
fact. ‘The assertion, that the image of God, in 
which he created man, has been lost by the fall, 
has beca repeated se many thousands of times, 
and has been handed down from father to son, 
and been universally received as an undeniable 
truth, it may appear like rashness when I say, I 
know of no passage in the word of God which 
teaches that sentiment. Instead of teaching that 
sentiment, we have seen that the Scriptures teach 
directly the contrary, viz: that men are now made 
in the image of God.” 


In reply to all that he says on this subject, 
the reviewer answers thus: 
‘ My first remark on this sermon is, that no one 


doubts that the image of Ged, in which Adam was 
created, implies the fact that Adam had a soul 


sally admitted. 


‘the sermon, do not believe. 


|reason which God has given. 


| we have immortal souls, endowed with intellee- 
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imagined that the moral im of God, or that 
holiness, belonged to any one who had no soul. 
Adam, after his fall, retained his-soul, and 
that all his posterity are born with souls is univer- 


‘But that the soul, with all tts powers, aside 
from its moral character, whether bad or good, 
is 21] that is implied in the image of God, as re- 
corded in the Bible, some ministers and Chris- 
tians, who heard, and many who have since read 


‘The arguments on which the author of the 
sermon relies, are the following: 

‘James, speaking of the evils of the tongue, 
says, ‘ Therewith curse we men, who are made 
afier the similitude of God.’ Here he affirms that 
men are now nie after the similitude of God. 
As, therefore, according to the testimony of an 
inspired Apostle, men are now made in the like- 
ness of Deity, and as they are not made with ho- 
liness, it is certain that image does not consist in 
holiness.” 

‘My answer is, that the text says no such 
thing. It does not affirm that men are now made 
in the image of God. The word yryovoeras, 
is not in the present tense. ‘The literal transla- 
tion is were made in the similitude of God. See 
Greek Testament, Greck Grammar, and Dr. 
Dwight’s Sermon on the creation of man.’ 


Another argument in favour of the view that 
men bear now the image of God, is taken from 
1 Cor. iil. 7, where the allusion is so evidently 
confined to the authority of the man over the wo- 
man, that it is not necessary to copy our review- 
er’s remarks. He goes on to say: 


*The next proof for his view he derives from, 
“Gen. ix. 6, Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
God made he man.” He remarks as follows: 
‘‘ Now it is to be remembered that this law was 
communicated to Noah, after the deluge. If men 
did not then, at that time possess the image of God, 
the reason did not at that time exist for the law.” 

‘Mr. Mann assumes one reason for this law, 
and God asserts another. ‘or in the image of 
God made he man,” is an allusion to the first for- 
mation of man. ‘ Jet us make man in our image, 
after our likeness.”” ** And God created man in 
his own image; in the image of God created he 
him.”? ‘The manner in which our first parents 
were formed, is the reason, and the only reason, 
which God: assigned for this law, * For in the 
image of God made he man.”’ 

‘He proceeds, ** Surely it could be no reason 
at all to be appended to a ‘law after the flood, 
that man was once created in the image of God,’ 
but had Jost it.” Very true, * the reason’ append- 
ed to this law” has nothing to do with the fall of 
man or his character afterwards. ‘lhe reason ap- 
pended refers exclusively to the account of his 
creation before the fall, as recorded in Gen. 1. 26, 
27. And now will he venture to assert, ** Surely 
it could be no reason at all to be appended toa 
law after the flood that man was once created in 
the image of Godt” I answer,—this was the 
reason, and the only reason, which God assigned 
for this law after the flood. And if he is not 
satisfied with this, he is not satisfied with the 
If God intended 
to assign the reason asserted by our author, other 
language would have been employed. ‘* Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed ;”’ for in the image of God maketh he man. 
Hence it is evident that our author has abandoned 
the reason which God has assigned for this law, 
and substituted one of his own which can no 
where be found in the Bible. Suppose he had 
seen fit to annex no reason at all to this, as he 
has not to many other commands: ‘ Shall he that 
contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? He 
that reproveth God, let him answer it.” | 

‘Again: He alludes to that passage—t Adam 
begat a son in his own likeness, in his own 
image He says—** Adam possessed the same 
image after his transgression as before. Just so 
itis with his posterity. We have, in the same 
sense that Adam had, the image of God. That is, 


tual and moral powers, whereby we are capable 
of moral agency. This, as I conccive, is what is 
meant by the expression, ‘Adam beyat a son in 
his own likeness, after his own image.’ ” 

Hence all that the text means, is simply, that 
Adam begat a son who had a soul. - Ncth was not 
a mere brute, born without a soul. He had a soul! 
_ © All this, no doubt is very truc. That Adam 
had a soul after his fall; and that all his posteri- 
ty down to the present time are born with souls, 
immortal souls, is clear beyond a doubt. But is 
this the great lesson of instruction taught in the 
inspired text? It is said, that ** Adam lived an 
hundred and thirty years and begat a son in his 
own likeness, after his image.””? We might infer 
from this, that Adam retained his soul up to this 
time, and that his soul was Avs own; but whether 
it still retained the image of God in which it was 
created, demands a doubt. ‘** God ereated man 
in his own image; in the image of God ereated 
he him.” The text does not say, that Adam be- 
gat a son in the ¢mege of God, but, what sounds 
a little different: ** Adam begat a son in Ais own 
likeness, alter his tmage.”?’ Now, if Adam had lost 
the image of God in which he was created, and 
all his posterity are born without it; then we can 
understand the meaning of the following text: 
‘Whom he did foreknow, he also did predesti- 
nate to be conformed to the image of his Son.” 

‘But Adam,” says our author, ‘ possessed 
that image after his transgression as well as be- 
fore. Just so it is with all his posterity. We 
have, in the same sense that Adam had, the im- 
age of God.”” Of course, neither Adam, nor his 
posterity need the change spoken of by Paul! 

‘Again: If Adam had lost the image of God, 
and all are now born without it, then it will fol- 
low, that * We ali—beholding as ina glass the 
glory of the Lord, must be changed into the same 
image,” in order to be saved. But if ** Adam 
possessed the same image after his fall as be- 
fore,” and ‘just so it is with his posterity 
then to be changed into that image would be both 
needless and absurd. 

‘Again: If Adam had lost the image of God, 
and all are now born without it, then it will fol- 
low, that we must * Put off the old man with his 
deeds; and put on the new man, which is renew- 
ed in knowledge, after the image of him that cre- 
ated him.”’ * But,’ says our author, ** Adam re- 
tained the image of his Maker, in which he was 
created, after his apostacy.”? ‘Then, of course, he 
needed not fo ‘be renewed—atter the image of 
him that created him.”? If Adam needed to be re- 
newed after the image of him that created him ; then 
this text proves directly, that Adam lost the im- 
age of his Maker. * After the image of him that 
ereated him,” an expression full of meaning. 
Does it mean after the image of him that ercated 
dam? If so, then we ean possess neither the 
image of God, nor the image in which Adam was 
created, without being renewed. 'The image of 
him that created him.” Does him mean the pos- 
terity of Adam, as now born into the world? If 
so, then it proves directly, that not one of the race 
of Adam is born in the image of his Creator. 
And that every one who is now born into the world 
must be renewed “after the image of him that 
created him,”’ or he cannot be saved. 

‘If Adam lost the image of God in which: he 
was created; and then begat a son in his own like- 
ness, it is clear as the noon-day sun, that each 
one needs to be renewed after the image of him 
that created him. ‘That he must put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness, Turn which way you will, the text 
teaches the same awful lesson, that we have 


with intellectual and moral powers. No one ever, 


either lost or never did possess the tmage of our: 


Creator. ‘Though born with souls, immortal sotls, 
we never can image by 
withoug, bein i refewed after the im- 
‘Thus much for the argument drawn from the 
Bible. And this, gentle reader, is all! And now, 
with much assurance, he adds, **I have no doubt, 
my hearers, you will be surprised at the assertion, 
that the Scriptures no where teach any such doc- 
trine—that mankind have lost the image of God. 
I was myself surprised, when on making exami- 
nation, I became satisfied of the fact. Instead of 
that sentiment, we have seen, that the Scriptures 
teach directly the contrary, viz: that men are 
now inade in the image of God.” 
- *We have followed Mr. Mann, and carefully ex- 
amined every one of his proof texts, and the re- 
sult is, ** We have seen that the Scriptures no 
no where teach any such sentiment, viz: that 
mien are now made in the image of God.” Not 
a single text which he has quoted, teaches any 
such thing. It is bare assertion without proof. 
We still call for one text, proving, that * men are 
now made in the image of God.” 


We shall take some farther notice of this ro- 
view hereafter. Our readers will have no diffi- 
culty in perceiving that the opinions remarked 
upon lack at least one strong recommendation, 
viz.—consonancf¥ with Scripture. But philo- 
sophy, reason, common sense, it is asserted, 
sustain them irrefragably. Whether this be so, 
we shall see at another time. 


THOUGHTS ON DEATH. 


Perhaps you dislike to think of death, because | 
it is to you a gloomy subject, and one from the 
pong 82 of which, you can derive no plea- 
sure. Because death is marked with sadness and 
melancholy, and fraught with dangers to an un- 
prepared soul, you drive it from your mind and 
refuse to meditate upon it. But this is the very 
reason why you shcu!d think of it. If you were 
under the necessity of travelling a dark and narrow 
path, beset with difficulties and danger, would you 
on that account, refuse to think of it, and choose 
to travel it blindfold, that you might not see its 
dangers? You dread surprise at death. A time- 
ly preparation will relieve you from the horror of 
such a surprise. _‘* Be ye always ready,” and 
death, though sudden and unexpected, can not 
harm you. But by putting far off the evil day, 
driving it from your thoughts, and deferring a 
preparation, you render surprise both painful and 
inevitable. Court familiarity with death. Bring 
in imagination the scene of your own dissolution 
before your mind. Fancy yourself just on the 
verge of eternity, this world receding from your 
view, all things around becoming indistinct, light 
itself turning pale and fast fading away, the sobs 
and cries of weeping friends, faintly falling on 
the ear, and becoming less and less audible, the 
light of eternity just bursting on your soul, now 
wafted to the world of spirits. What if you are 
then unprepared! without a Saviour! without a 
hope! O let me persuade you now to prepare 
while you are blest with abundant*means of 
grace, and such a favourable opportunity.—CaAr. 
Counsel, by ev, Mr. Winchester. 


THE DYING THIEF. 


The case of the pardoned thief was an extreme 
one. It was an extreme hour, and for extreme 
purposes. It was to show, that Christ had the 
power to ageoonag when that power was most 
doubted. It was to show, that Jesus was still 
victorious, though hell seemed to triumph. And 
it may be classed with the darkening of the hea- 
vens, the rending of the rocks, the opening of 
the graves, and the miraculous parting of the veil 
in the temple. Are you willing to depend on the 
recurrence of this scene, with its attendant cir- 
cumstances, for a fate similar to that uf the thief? 


Monuments of mercy were never set up in 
Scripture to be encourayemeuts of presumption ; 
and examples of pardon never recorded to state its 
rate and price.—Lightfvot. 


GERMAN COLONY IN RUSSIAN GEORGIA, 


‘The causes which led to the establishment of 
the German Colonics in Georgia, and their pre- 
sent state, deserve a moment’s attention; In fact, 
we were directed by our instructiens to make 
them a particular object of inquiry, ‘They owe 
their origin to extravagant views respecting the 
millennium. Some years ago, several popular 
and ardent ministers in the kingdom of Wirtem- 
berg maintained, in commentaries on the Apoca- 
lypse and in other publications, that that wished for 
period would commence in 1836, and would be 
preceeded by a dreadful apostacy and great perse- 
cutions. ‘hese views, in addition to the fasecina- 
ting intorest always connected with prophetical 
theorics, being enforced with much pious feeling, 
acquired so great credit as to be adopted by near- 
ly all the religious people in the kingdom, and 
by many others. At the same time, the advo- 
eates of the neological system being the pre- 
dominant party in the clergy, succeeded in 
effecting some alterations in the prayers and 
hymns of the church, in accommodation to their 
errors. ‘This grieved exceedingly all who were 
attached to evangelical principles, and was taken 
to be the commencement of the apostacy they ex- 
pected. ‘Their prophetical teachers had intima- 
ted, that, as in the destruction or Jerusalem the 
Christians found a place of refuge, so would 
there be one now, and that somewhere in the vi- 
cinity of the Caspian sea. Many, therefore, of 
the common people determined to seek the wish- 
ed for asylum, that they aud their children, (for 
whom the better sort were particularly anxious,) 
might escape the impending storm, and also be 
able to form an independent ecclesiastical esta- 
blishment according to their own notions. To 
these were joined others desirous of change or in 
straitened circumstances, who, though not at 
heart pious, professed for the time to be influenc- 
ed by the same principles and motives. In fact, 
the latter finally became the most numerous. The 
company when it left Wirtemberg, consisted of 
fifteen hundred families. Put no adequate ar- 
rangement having been made for the journey, 
and the sinister motives of the majority contribu- 
ting tq create disorder, they suffered exceedingly 
on the way, and before they reached Odessa, two 
thirds had died. ‘There they found a large num. 
ber of their countrymen, and received a reinforce- 
ment of one hundred families. . 

They reached Georgia in 1817, and settled in 
seven colonies. One divided into two villages 
ealled Marienfeld and Petersdorf, is on the Iori 
in Kakheti; two others, New Tiflis and Alexan- 
dersdorf, are on the left: bank of the Koor near 
Tiflis; two more, Elizbeththal and Katherinen- 
feld, are in Samkheti not far from the same city ; 
and Anenfeld and Helenandorf are here in the vi- 
cinity of Ganjeh. ‘The emperor, in the same 


spirit of encouragement toward foreign settlers, 


which has actuated many of his predecessors al- 
most from the foundation of the Russian monarchy, 
and which has recently stripped the adjacent Per- 
sian and Turkish Provinces of their Arminian po- 
pulation, granted them a ready reception and con- 
siderable privileges. ‘They were allowed to have 
their own municipal officers and internal police, 
free from the interference of the Russians, and 
were never to be draughted for soldiers. ‘They 
received a quantity of land, free from taxes for a 
certain number of years, and the loan of a sum of} 
money from government, to aid in building their 
houses and commencing agricultural operations. 


‘Those who should refund this loan after a certain 


number of yor were to remain free foreigners, 
with the liberty of en and coming when, gad 
fhight c 


‘Bubjec 


they did not 
@hers had internal dissensions. The two near 
Ganjeh were driven away by the Persians in the 
last war, and lost almost every thing. Individu- 
als were even carried into captivity; and when 
we were at Tabriz, a poor colonist came there in 
search of his wife and child, who, he had heard, 
were in the harem ofa Persian noble in that vi- 
cinity. He recovered his little boy, but his wife 
was dead. At the same time, another scourge 
visited them, as dreadful as it was unusual. A 
number of hyenas from the neighbouring moun- 
tains, where they abound, descended upon the 
colony of Helenendorf. 'They traversed the streets 
for several days, attacking all who were expo- 
sed to them, and even flying furiously at the 
windows, where they heard the ery of a child or 
caught the glimpse of an individual within. Many 
graves also, were robbed by them of the bodies of 
the dead. Several persons were wounded, but only 
one, a young man was slain. The colonists are now 

rospering more in their worldly interest, but it 
is doubtful whether many of them will not fail to 
fulfil the condition upon which their liberty de- 
pends. ‘Their whole number is at present about 
two thousand souls, 

The arrival of the German missionaries in 
Georgia in the spring of 1823, was the com- 
mencement of some ecclesiastical order among 
thein. ‘hey were found entirely without pastors, 
and deplorably destitute of religious privileges; 
and these gentlemen, induced by their earnest ro- 
quest, as well as by their condition, devoted to 
them the whole of their first summer. Then, 
finding that too much of their attention was thus 
called away from the proper object of their mis- 
sion, they wrote to their society to send out a 
man specially for the colonists; and the Rev. Mr. 
Saltet was accordingly commissioned for this 
purpose. ‘They received him with joy; but ano- 
ther pastor arriving soon after, with a commission 
from the German consistory of St. Petersburg, 
they were of course immediately resigned into 
hishands. Although the latter was an evangelical 


man, the colonists, having fled from Germany to — 


escape a similar ecclesiastical authority, declared 
that they were under no consistory, and would have 
nothing todo with him. In support of their pre- 
tentions, they appealed to a promise td that effect 
from the emperor Alexander, which he had pro- 
bably given, at least verbally. An account of 
the whole matter was sent to the consistory b 
their delegate; but before it was settled he tied. 
About this time count Diebitch, who has since.so 
distinguished himself in the Turkish war, arrived 
in Georgia. Being himself a Protestant, he took 
a deep interest in the colonies, and entered into 
the most full consultations with Mr. Saltet re- 
specting their ecclesiastical affairs. 
gestion of Diebitch, they were assembled in a 
council, and the plan of a separate religious esta- 
blishment was drawn up, with the aid of the mis- 
sionaries, and presented to the emperor. He 
consequently granted, that, agreeably to their re- 
quest, they should be independent of the consisto- 
ry; that they should be supplied with pastors 
from the society of Basle; and that Mr. Saltet 
should be the spiritual inspector of the whole. 
He also gave them 28,000 silver roubles (about 
$20,250) for the erection of a church and a par- 
sonage in every colony, and 250 silver roubles 
(about $187) per annum for the support of each 
astor. ‘I'wo pastors, in addition to Mr. Saltet, 
ad already arrived when we were in Georgia; 
one of whom was settled in Elizabeththal, and 
the other not yet located. We have also, since, 
mct two others, one at Constantinople and one at 
Malta, on their way. Mr. Saltet’s lamented 
death I have already mentioned. Subsequently, 
the Rev. Mr. Dittrich, at the request of the min- 
ister of St. Petersburgh addressed first to himself 
and then to his society, was appointed to his place. 
Rejoiced as we were that the colonies should ob- 
tain a spiritual director, so well qualified by ta- 
lents and piety and an intimate acquaintance from 
the beginning with all their spiritual concerns, we 
could not but sympathize with him, in the trial 
his feelings endured in view of the consequent in- 
terruption of his labours among the Armenians; 
and are en the whole gratified to learn, that the 
arrangement is likely to be overruled in favour of 


remaining at Shoosha. 


When the missionaries first arrived among the 
colonists, they were received with open arms, and 
were delighted to find every mouth full of the 
most pious conversation. ‘They soon perceived, 
however, that much of it was a mere show, and 
that a majority were at heart, men of the world. 
Still, wherever they preached some profited and 
proved themselves to be branches of the true vine. 
Under the exeellent influence of Mr. Saltet, their 
Spiritual state las improved; and it is hoped they 
will uitimately exert a most salutary influence 
upon the natives of the country.— Smith & Dwight’s 
dtesearches, 


For the Presbyterian. 
HWORSELY ON READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


Mr, Editor,—At a time like the prosent, when 
so much philosophy and so little Scripture is in- 


troduced into many sermons and theological trea- © 


tises, the publication of the following judicious 
observations from a sermon by the celebrated 
Bishop Horsely, will I think be very useful. 
The manner of searching the Scriptures, and’ of 
comparing with them whatever we hear or read 
of a religious nature which he recommends, is 
highly important, and indeed indispensable if we 
would give propcr attention to the ¢fution of the 
apostle; (Col. ii. 8.) ‘* Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rndiments of 
the world, and not after Christ.” G. N. J. 


‘It should be a rule with every one who would 
read the Holy Scriptures with advantage and im- 
provement, to compare every text, which may 
seem either important for the doctrine it may con- 
tain, or remarkable for the turn of the expression, 
with the parallel passages in other parts of holy 
writ; that is, with the passages in which the sub- 
ject matter is the same, the sense equivaletit, or 
the turn of the expression similar. ‘These paral- 
lel passages are easily found by the marginal re- 
ferences in the Bibles of the larger form.—Those 
who can afford to purchase,such should be diligent 
in the improvement of the means with which Pro- 
vidence has furnished them. Particular diligence 
should be used in comparing the parallel texts of 
the Old and New Testaments. When you read 
the Old Testament, if you perceive by the margin 
that any particular passage is cited in the New, 
turn to that passage of the New to which the mar- 
gin refers, that you may see in what manner, in 
what sense, and to what purpose, the words of the 
more.ancicsit are alleged by the later writer, who 
in many instances may be supposed to have re- 
ceived clearer light upon the same subject. On 
the other hand, when in the New ‘Festament 


you meet with citations from the Old, always. 


consult the original writer, that you may have 
the satisfaction of judging for yourselves,’ how 
far the passage alleged makes for the argument 
which it is brought to support. 

‘‘In doing this you will imitate the example of the 
godly Jews of Berea, which is recorded with ap- 
probation in the Acts of the Apostles, who, when 
Paul and Silas reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 


tures of the Old Testament, clearly setting before — 


them the prophecies concerning the Messiah, and 
the accomplishment of those prophecies in Jesus, 
whom they preached, ‘searched the Scriptures 
daily, whether these things were so.” These 
Berean Jews compared tlie parallel passages of 
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- tween the settled ministry, and the youthful sons 


cal Seminary, preached a sermon—Rev. S. C. 


inquiry into the state of their missions. They 


There are only two seurces of supply, the theo- 


are several thousands evangelical reli- 


you seemingly unfruitful? Perhaps you ought to 
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St. Paul’s oral doctrine with the written Seri 
turés° of the Old Testament, and we now should 
with#qual diligence compare the written doctrines 
of St. Paul, and of his fellowa@abourers with the 
writings of the Old Testament, 

“It is incredible to any one, who has not in 
some ‘degree e the experiment, what a profi- 
ciency may be made in that knowledge whieh 
maketh wise unto salvation, by studying the Scrip- 
tures in this manner, without any other commen- 
tary oF exposition than what the different parts of 


volume mutu rnish for each othe 
e, and Will tak 


the pains to tead it in thi 
manner, will not only attain all that practi 
knowledge which is necessary to his salvation, 
but, by God’s blessing, he will become learned in 
every thing relating to his religion in such a de- 
ee that he will not be liable to be misled, either 
the refinéd arguments, or by the false assertions 
those who calesvour to ingraft their own opin- 
ions upon the oracles of God. 

‘“‘ He may safely bé ignorant of all” philosophy 
except what is to be learned from the sacred 
books ; which indeed contain the highest philoso- 
phy adapted to the lowest apprehensions. He 
may safely remain ignorant of all history, except 
so much of the history of the first ages of the Jew- 
ish and of the Christian church as is to be gathered 
from the canonical books of the Old and New 
Testament. 

‘Let him study these in the manner I recom- 
mend, and let him never cease to pray for the il- 
lumination of that Spirit by which these books 
wére dictated ; and the whole compass of abstruse 
philosophy and recondite history shall furnish no 
argument with which the perverse will of man 
shall be able to shake this learned Christian’s 
faith. The Bible thus studied will indeed prove 
to Be‘what we Protestants esteem it, a certain and 
sufficient rule of faith and practice, a helmet of 
salvation, which alone may quench the fiery of 
darts of the wicked.” 


WESTERN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Presbytery of Ohio had a pro re nata meet- 
ing on Wednesday last, for the purpose of dis- 
missing the Rev. E. P. Swift from the charge of } 
the Second Church in Pittsburgh, in order to his 
entering upon the discharge of the duties ofthe 
office to which he was appointed. As there did 
not appear any reason of sufficient weight to for- 
bid ‘the separation, the request of the Executive 
Committee of the W&tern Foreign Missiona 
Society to that effect, was unanimously granted, 
and the congregation was declared vacant. 

In the evening, Prof. Halsey, of the Theologi- 


Jennipgs set apart Mr. Swift to the office of Cor- 
responding Secretary and General Agent, by pray- 
er—Dr. Herron, of the First Church gave a sum- 
mary of the duties of the office, and an address to 
aers—cnd Mr. Swift closed, with an ad- 
dress to the Committee, Presbytery, and the 
brethren present, to the assembly at large, and 
to the congregation with whom he was about to | 


. The whole of the exercises appeared to us ap- 
propriate and interesting, and some parts of 
thrilling interest. The public may expect hence- | 
forth to hear something more definite and more 
frequent respecting the operations of this infant 
institution. The Executive Committee, having 
effected their purpose of procuring the undivided 
attention of an officer to carry forward the opera- 
tions of the Society, and relying, under the favour 
of a promising and faithful covenant-keeping God, 
on the patronage of the Church, design to press 
forward in their work with all reasonable zeal and 
perseverance.—Pitisburg Chr. Herald. 


For The Presbyterian. 


WILL NOT THE SETTLED MINISTRY SUPPLY 
THE OTHER HALF1 


Mr. Editor,—The interests of the Master’s 
cause among the Heathen, demand that at least 
Jifty-five new missionaries be sent forth during 
the current year. The American Board are ear- 
nestly calling for this very number (not to speak 
now of the wants of the sister institution of Pitts- 
burg,) and their call is the result of a careful 


have said they must have this number, or else 
fail 10 improve the actual and manifest, although 
wonderful openings of Providence. 

I mean not to waste words. Where can fifty- 
five men be found to go out this very year? 


logical sgminaries and the settled ministry of the 
country. I have ‘8o0me acquaintance with the 
state of the former source, and am authorized to 
say that not more at the utmost than one half of 
fifty-five will be obtained from thence. Will not 
the settled ministry. supply the other half ? 

They labour under a mistake who take it for 
granted, that if a minister of Christ is once fairly 
settled over some church at home, he is forever 
absolved from all claims upon his personal ser- 
vices abroad. For when we consider that there 


gion to the thirteen millions of the United States, 
and only seventy who have gone from our coun- 
try, to the hundreds of millions in the heathen 
world, it is manifest that the numbers are dispro- 
tionate—and therefore, that many of our domes- 
tic ministry ought to have become missionaries 
abroad. But if many have mistaken the path of 
duty in remaining at home, ought not some of 


This was the course adopted by Howard. His 
for shaking off trouble, “ 
oing good—put on your hat an and visit the 
ond the. poor your 
quire into their wants and minister to them—seek 
out the desolate and the oppressed, and tell them 
of the consolations of religion. I have often 
tried this method,” he adds, “and have always 
found it the best medicine for a heavy heart.” 
The prescription is a good one; and others, as 
well as Howard, may find a remedy for trouble, 
in active’ benevolence. This will dissipate that 
sickly mo gendibiligy which *bgpods in 
t real or B nary“sorrows— 
which so often obscures the brightness of the 
good man’s days, and shuts out from his soul the 
cheering light of heaven. This, if in vigorous 
exercise, will leave him no time for the indul- 
gence of gloomy reveries and desponding forebod- 
ings. This will call forth those sympathies of 
our nature, which are so conducive to the enjoy- 
ment of social beings. ‘This will multiply his 
positive pleasures, and will sweeten them all 
with that joy which flows from the thought that 
he has ‘rendered others happy. This, by its very 
exercise, will afford more and more of that evi- 
dence of piety which is found in the zealous and 
faithful discharge of duty, and thus will increase 
his enjoyments. This, in short, if performed in 
a right spirit, is active holiness, with which, in 


| the economy of Providence, happiness is ever con- 


nected. 

‘So it has ever been found. Howard, who in 
the early part of his manhood was disposed to 
gloom et despondency, did not gain habitual 
cheerfulness, but by doing good. Paul did not 
win the full assurance of his title to a bright in- 
heritance in the skies+by musing upon his secret 
sorrows. It was when occupied with active use- 
fulness that he attained to a clear and cloudless 
hope of his acceptance with Christ; and many a 
desponding, mourning child of God, by we 
the active benevolence of the apostle, might fin 


_| much of the apostle’s enjoyments. 


Would’st thou from sorrow find a sweet relief ? 
Or is thy heart oppressed with woes untoid ? 
Balm would’st thou gather for corroding gricf? 
Pour blessings round thee. like a shower of golds 
*Tis when the rose is wrapt in many a fold 
Close to its heart, the worm is wasting there 
Its life and beauty ; not, when all unrolled, 
Leaf after leaf its bosom rich and fair 
Breathes freely its perfumes through the surrounding air. 


Rouse to some work of high and holy love, 

And thou an angel’s happiness shalt know,— 

Shalt bless the earth, while in the world above, 
The g od begun by thee shall onward flow 

In many a branching stream, and wider grow ; 
The seed that in these few and fleeting hours, 

Thy bands unsparing and unwearied sow, 

Shall detk thy grave with amaranthine flowers, 

And yield thee fruits divine, in heaven’s — — 


A FRAGMENT. 
FOUND IN A SKELETON CASB, 


Behold this ruin! “lwas a skull 
Once of ethereal spirit full ! 
This narrow cell was Lite’s retreat : 
This place was Thought’s mysterious seat ! 
What beauteous pictures fill’d this spot, 
What dreams of pleasure, long forgot! 
Nor Love, nor Joy, nor Hope, nor Fear, 
Has left one trace or record here! 


Beneath this mouldering canopy 
Once shone the bright and busy eye— 
But start not at the dismal void !— 
If social love that eye employed, 
If with no lawless fire it gleamed, 
But through the dew of kindness beamed, 
Tiat eve shall be forever bright, 
When stars and suns have lust their light. 


Here, in this silent cavern, hung 
The ready, swift, and tuneful 
If Falsehood’s honey it disdained, 
And where it could not praise, was chained 3 
li bold in Virtue’s cause it spoke, 
Yet gentle Concord never broke : 
That tuneful tongue shall plead for thee, 
When death anveils eternity! 


Say, did these fingers delve the mine, 
Or with its envied rubies shine! 
‘To hew the rock or wear the gem, 
Can nothing now avail to them: 
But if the page of truth they sought, 
Or comfort to the mourner brought, 
These hands a richer meed shall claim 
‘Than all that waits on wealth or fame! © 


Avails it whether bare or shod 
These feet the path of duty trod ? 
If from the bowers of Joy they fled 
- Te soothe Afiliction’s humble bed ; 
If Grandeur’s guilty bribe they spurned, 
And home to Virtae’s lap returned, 
These feet with angel wings shall vie, 
Aud tread the palace of the sk ‘4 
nglish paper. 


For the Presbyterian. 
LETTERS TO PRESBYTERIANS, 
ON THE PRESENT CRISIS IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
LETTER VIII. 


Adherence to our Doctrinal Standards. 


Continued. 

CurisTian Breturen,—Before I take leave of 
the snbject of adherence to our doctrinal stan- 
dards, allow me to advert to one or two points, 
closcly connected with the general subject, in re- 
lation to which I cannot resist the impression that 
sentiments and practices of more than doubtful 
character have been repeatedly indulged in. seve- 
ral of our judicatories. No one, I trust, will sus- 
pect me of a disposition so far to travel out of 


them eyen at this Jate hour to retrace their steps? 
If only some out of pone | would do so, then the 
settled ministry might easily supply the other half. 
If a candid friend of missions were called upon 
in selecting foreign missionaries to choose be- 


of the prophets, he might find cause to hesitate. 
On the one hand there is ardour and perhaps pli- 
ability of constitution, and facility in acquiring 
languages, and the absence of some strong and 
tender ties which belong to the station of a set- 
tled minister. But on the other there is experi- 
ence, and weight of character, and some acquaint- 
ance among the churches, and consequently more 
influence than can be exerted by a mere youth. 
But can there be any hesitation when the friend 
of missions (having in his view the painful and 
unjustifiable disproportion already mentioned,) is 
called to decide between sending forth twenty- 
seven out of some thousands of settled pastors, 
or sending forth only a partial supply to the des- 
titute and neglected heathen? Fathers and bre- 
thren in the ministry, are the labours of any of 


be far hence among the Gentiles. 

~ We hear'sometimes of a call from one church 
in this land to the pastor of some other—and the 
call is probably accepted. Why does_ no one 
hear‘and accept the call made so eloquently by 
the multitudes of India or of Africa? But I am 
doing the ministry injustice—for at this moment 
two who have been pastors, are the accepted mis- 
sionaries of the American Board, and will sail 
shartly to Ceylon. Let their example be imitated 
and a new era in the history of missions shall 
commence—an era not more new than glorious. 
It was a biting sarcasm which he uttered, who 
said that if we believed the heathen to be in dan- 
ger, we would in one self-sacrificing body leave 
all things for their rescue. I ask for much less 
than this, when I implore the settled ministry to | 
supply the other half. 


For The Presbyterian. 


THE INFLUENCE OF ACTIVE BENEVOLENCE 
ON CHRISTIAN ENJOYMENT. 


- Wecannot agree with Dr. Young, that «it is 
impious in a good man to be sad,” though we 
are satisfied that much of his sadness might often 
be easily banished. 


, to be 


my province as to arraign and censure ecclesias- 
tical bodies with which I have nothing immedi- 
ately todo. Far from it. My only object is to 
rémark on some princ’ples, which, whenever they 
are assumed, and acted upon, cannot fail, in my 
opinion, to lead to mischief. 

The first of the points to which I refer is one 
which appears to me to havea very portentous bear- 
ing on the doctrinal purity and peace of our church. 
I mean the disposition which has been avowed 
and acted upon, of forming new Presbyteries upon 
the plan of what hds been called ‘elective affi- 
nity ;”,—or, in other words, where there is a large 
Presbytery, comprising brethren who differ very 
materially in their doctrinal belief, and who find 
it difficult to act with harmony together, on ac- 
count of that difference, of forming the members 
who constitute one of the parties into a new Pres- 
bytery, by themselves, thus enabling them to in- 
dulge their doctrinal peculiarities, and to pursue 
their favorite policy without control. In the re- 
marks which Enare to offer on this subject, I beg 
to be considered as having no special reference to 
the act of the last General Assembly, by which 
a certain Presbytery seems to have been confess- 
edly divided wpon this very principle. If I had 
been a member of that assembly, I am inclined to 
think 1] should have given my vote for the divi- 
sion which was made; not, however, by any 
means on the principle which was avowed by 
many of the advocates of the measure; but on 
an entirely different ground, hereafter to be 
stated. My sole object is, without any reference 
to particular cases, to offer some general remarks 
by which I hope you will be satisfied, that the 
whole scheme of forming new Presbyteries on 
the principle of “elective affinity,” involves an 
essential departure from the spirit of our consti- 
tution; and, if freely pursued, must very speedily 
issue in a painful and fatal division of the Pres- 
byterian Church. | 

The theory of our ecclesiastical constitution, 
as every one who reflects on the subject, will im- 
mediately perteive, is, that the Presbyterian 
Church, though composed of many parts, is onE 
popy. It supposes a number of individual 
churches and judicatories all embracing the same 
faith ; walking by the same rules; and agreein 
verned by the same principles of trut 
and order; thus forming one harmonious commu- 


One mode of —e this, is active benevolence. 

Assurance,” says 

to be obtained so much by self-examination, as 

4 action ;*? and the assertion is equally true of 
hri 


resident Edwards, “is not to pervade the whole. ‘Things equal to one and 


nity, in which every = is presumed to with 
every other part, and one law, spirit, and counsel 


the same thing are equal to one another.” Of 
course, if every minister, and elder, and deacon 


istian enjoyment, which flows from this as- of the Presbyterian Church, on becoming such, 


subscribes a certain formulary, the whole body is 


really abandoned. 


for license and ordination. 


to be considered as according with that formulary, 
which each individual part has formally adopted ; 
and, consequently, every part as in harmony with 
every other part. In this sense, the Presbyterian 
Church, in a manner somewhat peculiar to her- 
self, is one: not merely composed of a number 
of religious bodies, or worshipping assemblies, 
bearing the same mame, and a resemblance 
to each other ;—but every member and judicatory 
heing integral parts of the same compact and 
organized body, and each part exercising its ap- 
propriate and definite share of government, over 
itself, and aver the whole. ) ae. 
This is the theory. Now it is evident that if 
there be not real harmony, real unity of spirit 
among all these several parts, the principle on 
which the body is constituted, is precisely to the 
extent to which this want. of harmony exists, 
If even a single mesdinas 
part, or judicatory does not believe, and refuses 
to act, in accordance with the rest, it is plain that 
the beauty, the purity, and even the safety of the 
whole may be invaded by that one. And if a few 
more parts become erratic and impure, their influ- 
ence mer soon become, not merely unhappy, but 
fatal. ‘l’his principle is not so applicable to va- 
rious other denominations. If a single Indepen- 
dent or Congregational Church, or even a single 
Congregational Association, should depart from the 
general faith-or order which it has been wont to 
receive, it would, of course, be regretted by the 
wise and the good. But as that church, or that 
association is an independent and insulated body ; 
has only an advisory power, and can take no part 
in governing the rest of her sisters; the mischief 
of her aberration might by no means be widely 


extended; at any rate, the mischief attendant 


upon it might not be necessarily great. 

But suppose the case to be, as it actually is, and 
must be, when a similar occurrence takes place in 
the PresbyterianChurch. Suppose a Presbyte 
to be set off on the principle of * elective affini- 
ty ;”’ that is, on the principle, that the members 
who compose it, were not able to agree with their 


brethren in doctrinal sentiments; suppose that |.proper remedy in cases such as those of which we 


they differed so widely in this respect, not only 
from their brethren, but also from some very ma- 
terial articles in the Confession of Faith, as to be’ 
no longer able to act together with comfort and 
peace ; and suppose that they wished for a sepa- 
rate organization that they might be free to in- 
dulge their doctrinal peculiarities in licensing and 
ordaining candidates, &c., without restraint or con- 
flict. This may appear, to superficial thinkers, a 
very reasonable demand, and a very feasible ex- 
pedient for terminating the evils of ecclesiastical 
controversy. But let us, for a moment, pursue 
this expedient to its natural results. Suppose 
this newly organized Presbytery to follow out the 
principles of its solicited, and eventually granted 
organization, into a regular system of correspondin 

acts. Suppose it immediately to go to work, an 

to be a kind of mint, for manufacturing and send- 
ing forth among the churches an abundance of coin 
bearing the same stamp with itself. Suppose, 
further, that the principle recently contended for 
be also adopted and acted upon, viz. that when- 
ever either a licentiate or an ordained minister 
comes from any Presbytery with regular testimo- 


nials, declaring him to be in good standing with 
that body, he must, of course, he received by any 
and every other Presbytery to which he may pre- 
sent himself, without a word of examination or 
inquiry ; suppose these things, and is it not mani- 
fest, that it would be in the power of a single 
Presbytery of this character, in a few years, to 
ruin the Presbyterian Church? Let sucha Pres- 
bytery be regarded by the public generally as the 
centre and patron of lax theology. Let it be un- 
derstood that its members, though not all or per- 


‘haps any of them, Pelagians themselves, will not 


hesitate a moment to license or ordain a Pelagian ! 
Let every individual] in the land who dislikes the 
rigid plan of subscription to the Confession of 
Faith, and who wishes for the privilege of de- 
claring his solemn assent to a system of doctrines 
without believing them—flock to that Presbytery 

Let a score of candi- 
dates from that mint be emitted into the Church 
every year, and by certificates be distributed about 
among the more orthodox Presbyterians, as incli- 
nation or policy might dictate; and let the doc- 
trine be adopted that no Presbytery must hesitate 
about receiving such candidates as come with 
clean papers,”’ whatever degree of painful sus- 
picion respecting their soundness in the faith may 
be entertained :—Ict this course ,be pursued and it 


is plain that no long time would be requisite to 


inoculate the whole church with the views of 


| this single Preshytery ; and that all faithful adher- 


ence to our public formularies would be at an 
end. I donot say, for I do not believe, that 
there is a single Presbytery in our Church 
which is now capable of acting in this manner. 
But a supposition has been made for the purpose 
of showing the natural tendency, and indeed the 
unavoidable operation, of the general principle of 
setting off new Presbyteries on the ground of in- 
compatibility of doctrinal belief. And if I do not 
deceive myself, it is clearly and directly adapted 
to destroy the purity of the whole body. 

There is an incompatibility, indeed, which J 


ean readily recognise as a valid reason for divid- 


ing a Presbytery, and erecting a new one with a 
part of its members. J mean such an/ncompatibility 
of temper; such an alienation of f el ng among the 
members as renders it difficult, if not impossible 
for them to transact the business of the church 
with mutual confidence and affection. For this 
reason, that is on account of an evident incompati- 
bility of feeling which rendered it wholly impossi- 
ble for the members to act together with edifica- 
tion—as well as on the account of the extraordi- 
nary and unwieldy size of the Presbytery which 
was divided by the last General Assembly, I 
think I should have concurred in the general mea- 
sure of division, if it had been my lot to give 
a vote on that occasion. ‘There was evident- 
ly a state of feeling in the body, which, as it re- 
spected some of the members, at least, had no im- 
mediate connexion with doctrinal discrepance. 
To divide them into two distinct bodies for the 
purpose of affording relief from this unhappy state 
of feeling—was in my apprehension no way incon- 
sistent with correct and safe principle; and real- 
ly seemed to be the only mode of affording the 
necessary relief. But to divide, and to erect new 
Presbyteries on the ground of the existence of 
such DOCTRINAL DIVERSITY as that brethren cannot 
live and act together;—is, in my opinion, high 
treason against the first principles of Presbyteri- 
anism ;—it is to poison the very fountains of our 
ecclesiastical purity; and, for the sake of avoid- 
ing a little present inconvenience, to lay a train 
for an explosion which must, at no great distance 
of. time, rend the church in pieces. I contemplate 
the subject, = Christian brethren, I repeat, not 
at all with feelings excited by the case which oc- 
cupied so much of the time and attention of the 
last Assembly. Of these I have none; having 
before intimated, that, if 1 had been a member of 
the body, I should probably have yielded my assent 
to the general measure which was adopted. But 
upon the most impartial and dispassionate view 
that I am able to take of the essential characteris- 
tic of a Presbyterian Church, as made up of many 
members, all subject to the same rules, and 
bound together in truth, love and authority by one 
common Head;—the idea of expressly providing 
for the encouragement and perpetuation of diversity 
of faith in her bosom, is deliberately to conspire 
against her unity, and to take counsel for intro- 
ducing into her very system a principle of disease 
and self-destruction. 
The only other point to which I shall refer as 
existing in our church, and as threatening her 
eace, is nearly the cqnverse of that which was 
ast mentioned, and relates to the licensing of 
candidates for the ministry. I knew, not long 
sincé, a young man, who, after being, for a num- 
ber of months, on trial for license, before a certain 
old school Presbytery, rather more than usually 
respectable for size, talents, learning and piety, 
was deliberately refused license, on account of al- 
leged immaturity in theological knowledge, and un- 
soundness in the faith. He immediately applied 
to another Presbytery, of the new school, more 
than a hundred miles off, by whom he was prompt- 


ly licensed, notwithstanding the refusal of the 
sister judicatory, and with a distinct knowledge of 
that refusal. Here you will observe, was depar- 
jure from the doctrine contended for in the other 
case. There it was maintained, that a minister 
licensed and ordained by one Presbytery, and 
coming to another, with ‘clean papers,” as a 
minister in good and regular standing, must ne- 
cessarily be received, rectus in ecclesia, upon the 
principle that the acts of one Presbytery must be 
respected and sustained by all co-ordinate judica- 
tories. But here it was quite as strenuously 
maintained, that the judgment and.act of a sister 
Presbytery might properly be disregarded. -In 
other words, it seems to be the doctrine of some, at 
least, of our respected brethren of the New School, 
that where the act of a sister son. a makes 
in their favour, it is to be sustained; but that 
where it makes against them, it is to be set at 
naught. It is easy to see that these two doc- 
trines, though diametrically opposite in principle, 
yet harmonize most perfectly in one respect. So 
far as they are acted upon, they both alike facili- 
tate the multiplication of candidates of a particu- 
lar stamp, to an indefinite extent; and would en- 
able, as was before observed, a single Presbytery, 
if she should be so disposed, to delu the 
church with unsound ministers, without her sis- 
ter Presbyteries being able to interpose any ade- 
quate remedy. While the former would feel her- 
self at liberty to act at her pleasure; the latter 
would be, if I may so express it, bound hand and 
foot; compelled to reccive all who came to them 
with regular testimonials; and utterly unable to 
defend either themselves or the rest of the church 
from the encroachments of error. Is this right? 
Is it not subversive of every sound principle of 
ecclesiastical government? Is it not adapted 
to destroy mutual confidence among judicatories, 
who ought to feel not only that they bear the 
same name, but that they are in truth, ** one body 
in Christ, and every one members one of ano- 
ther?” 

But the question naturally arises, what is the 


have been speaking? Suppose an ordained min- 
ister in good standing in his own Presbytery, to 
be called within the bounds of another, or to wish 
for any reason, to connect himself with that other. 
And suppose that, while he presents the most am- 
ple testimonials of regular official character from 
the Presbytery from which he comes, a majority 
of the members of that which he proposes to join, 
believe him to be materially unsound in the faith. 
What is to be done? Has the latter Presbyter 

no alternative? Must we consider her as compel- 
led to receive the candidate for admission without 
inquiry? Ifso, then, as before suggested, a sin- 


gle Presbytery might es and eventually des- 
troy the whole church. She might soon create | 
a majority of her own way of thinking in every 
Presbytery within her reach. It cannot be that 
this is the true theory of Presbyterian church go- 
vernment. By no means. It is evident that the 
Presbytery to which the candidate applies may, 
if she see her way clear, receive him at once, on 
the faith of his testimonials, and, as soon as he 
becomes a member of her body, proceed to arraign 
and try him, as she may any other of members, 
on the charge of heresy. But suppose the Pres- 
bytery to which the applicant comes to, foresee, 
that if she receives him at once to membership, 
he may, either by artfully tampering with other 
members, render process very difficult ; or, by add- 
ing one more vote to a previously large minori- 
ty, obstruct it altogether; would’ she be doing 
justice to the cause of truth to receive him at 
once, and thus run the risk of strengthening the 
interests of error within her own bosom, and pos- 
sibly of giving it a predominant influence? If. 
she distinctly -foresaw such a result as likely to 
ensue, she would be not only justifiable, but 
bound in duty, to decline admitting such an ap- 
plicant among the number of her members. How- 
ever painful such an alternative might be, it 
en undeubtedly comport with the strictest 
rules of ecclesiastical order. Every body, eccle- 
siastical as well as civil, must be. considered as 
having a right to judge of the qualifications of its 
own members. It ought, indeed, to exercise this 
right with great wisdom and prudence; and al- 
Ways exercises it on its own responsibility ;—but 
exercise it, it ought and must, or there is an end 
of all liberty. ‘This right is inherent in our Pres- 
byteries. When a candidate for admission stands 
before them, and his testimonials are produced and 
read, a vote is taken whether to receive him or 
not. If they have a right in this vote to say yes, 
they, surely, have quite as good a right to say no. 
In other words, the right of voting on the ques- 


_fectly plain, that if similar proceedings should 


» hereby we are deprived of the right of trying and 


tion at all necessarily implies the right of voting 
either in the affirmative or negative, as they see 
cause. If they think proper to say no ;—in other 
words to reject him, any one of several courses 
may be taken. ‘The rejected applicant may sim- 
ply withdraw his application, and take no further 
step in the business: or, the Presbytery which 
rejected him may represent the case to that from 
which he came, aud by which he was recommend- 
ed, and may request process to be commenced 
against him: or the rejected candidate may com- 
plain of his non-reception to the Synod, and that 
body may take such order in the case as the rules 
and edification of the church may appear to re- 
quire. ‘I'wo of these courses may appear, at first 
view, circuitous ; but when we consider the value 
of harmony in an extended community, and the 
importance, if we would attain it, of adhering to 
the rules agreed upon by that community; we 
cannot for a moment doubt, that the most regular 
course of proceeding, is always the best, and ge- 
nerally the most easy and expeditious. 

While on the subject of the respect due from 
one ecclesiastical judicatory to another; and the 
necessity of their concurrence in maintaining our 
ecclesiastical standards, if they would promote 
either the peace or the purity of the church ; there 
is a matter of so much delicacy that I scarcely 
know how to speak of it, and at the same time of 
such vital importance, that I dare not wholly re- 
frain from speaking. I refer to some circumstan- 
ces which have attended the intercourse between 
our church and the Congregational churches in 
New England, That intercourse began with the 
commencement of my ministerial life. I have al- 
ways been-a warm friend to it; and should be 
grieved at the occurrence of any thing adapted 
either to interrupt it, or render it less comfortable. 
If no such intercourse were already constituted, 
it ought forthwith tobe begun. ‘Those whocome 
so near together as the great body of the ministers 
of New-England and those of the Presbyterian 
Church, ought undoubtedly to know and love one 
another, and to co-operate in the great work of 
enlightening and converting the world. But 
while the intercourse in question is delightful to 
every pious heart, and has been made, I doubt not, 
mutually useful to the contracting parties, and 
conducive to the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom ; both its comfort and usefulness cannot 
fail of being painfully interrupted, unless care be 
taken to guard against some of those sources of 
misunderstanding, which, however small they 
may appear in the beginning, will assuredly work 
wider and deeper mischief as they advance. ~ 

The articles of intercourse between the associa- 
tions of New England, and the Genera] Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, are to be consid-* 
ered as a solemn ecclesiastical compact, evident- 
ly intended to promote harmony, co-operation, 
and mutual strength. They secure the friendly 
reception of the ministers and licentiates of each 
party by the other; and they furnish a virtual, if 
not a formal pledge, that the — purity, and 
edification of each other, will be respected by 
both. Now the spirit of these principles seems 
to require that each party should abstain from 
such acts as manifestly militate with the object 
of the compact; and, of course, that candidates 
for the ministry which are known to have been 
rejected by one party, should not be received by 
the other, and immediately. sent back to the party 
which had rejected them, and there claim recep- 
tion under tbe broad shield of this compact. Yet 
cases of this kind have occurred with a fre- 
quency, and painfulness, which cannot fail of 


being regarded with apprehension by the friends 


from our own corresponding members, the right of 


of the Presbyterian Church. 


About thirty years ago, a young man presented 
himself to the benbytany of New York, of which 


I was then a member, to be taken on trial for li-finvited to sit as a corresponding member; 


cense to preach the Gospel. In the preliminary 
examination as to his experimental acquaintance 
with religion, he by no means gave Satisfaction. 
The Presbytery, however, determined to pursue 
his trials a little further, and for the purpose of 
obtaining more light, gave him several subjects 
on which to produce written compositions. hen 
these were exhibited, it became so perfectly ap- 
parent to the Presbytery that he was destitute of 
every proper qualification for the sacred office, 
that they, unanimously, resolved: rogged no 
further in his trials, and advised hi his 
attention to some secular employment. He ap- 
peared to acquiesce in their decision; but in a 
few weeks, went to Massachusetts; applied to one 
of the associations in that State; was promptly 
licensed ; and immediately returned to the bosom 
of the Presbyterian Church ; and presented him- 
self as a regular licentiate from New England, to 
the Presbytery in the immediate vicinity of that 
by which he was rejected. ‘That Presbytery felt 
itself bound, in courtesy (although the compact 
between the General Assembly, and the General 
Association of Massachusetts, now existing, had 
not then been formed,) to receive him as a licen- 
tiate in good standing. He was received; was 
finally with much reluctance ordained ; occupied 
several stations in the church, though none for 
any length of time; and proved as long as he 
lived a trouble to the judicatories with which he 
was connected, and a distress to all intelligent 
and conscientious Christians, for his gross igno- 
rance, and lamentable departure from the correct- 
ness of Christian example. 

Nor does this case stand alone. Several times, 
since the date of that to which I have referred, 
candidates for ordination in our church, who re- 
fused to adopt our Confession of Faith, and, om 
course, were rejected by the 
teries to which they applied, have gone forthwith 
to New England, and there, with a distinct know- 
ledge of their rejection in the Presbyterian 
Church, have been immediately ordained, and re- 
turned to its bosom, clothed with the ministerial 
character, and candidates for settlement in Pres- 
byterian churches. Now, though it cannot be 
said that any formal engagement was violated by 
these proceedings; although the associations 
which acted in these cases had a perfect right, 
on the principles of their government, to decide 
and act as they did; although I am entirely satis- 
fied that they meant to do nothing unfair or un- 
friendly ; and although it is not known that any 
extensive mischief in fact resulted from more 
than one of the cases in question :—yet it is per- 


become frequent, heart-burning and impaired cor- 
diality must be the consequence. Indeed, if such 
acts were to become very frequent, not to say ha- 
bitual; if our beloved and respected brethren of 
the New Englund associations were to allow 
themselves to license and ordain without reserve, 
rejected fugitives from our Presbyteries—they 
might essentially weaken our hands; nay, they 
might absolutely destroy the discipline of the 
Presbyterian Church, and render the articles of 
agreement in question, a curse instead of a bless- 


ing. 

it ought to be known that this is not a new 
difficulty. It is not a matter of complaint to 
which the recent jealousies of conflicting theolo- 
gians have, for the first time, given rise. More 
than seventy years ago, the same evil was felt 
and remonstrated ‘against. ‘The following extract 
from the proceedings of the Synod of New York 
and Philadelphia, then the highest judicatory of 
our church, at its sessions in 1764, will at once 
explain and confirm my statement. 

‘¢ Though the Synod entertains a high regard 
for the Associated churches of New England ; 
yet we cannot but judge, that students who go to 
them, or to any other than our own Presbyteries, 
to obtain license, in order to return and officiate 
among us, act very irregularly, and are not to be 
approved or employed by our Presbyteries; as 


approving the qualifications of our own candi- 
dates. Yet if any cases shall happen wherein 
such a conduct may in some circumstances be 
thought necessary for the greater good of any 
congregation, it shall be laid before the Presby-. 
tery to which the congregation belongs, and be 
approved of by them.’”’—Here, it will be per- 
ceived, the conduct censured was applying to 
Eastern associations, in the jirst instance, to be 
licensed, ** in order to return and officiate’’ in the 
Presbyterian Church. How much louder would 
have been the complaint against those associa- 
tions, if they had licensed and ordained candi- 
dates which had been rejected by our Presbyte- 
ries,—knowing them to have been rejected, with 
the distinct and avowed purpose of preparing 
them to come back and settle, or at least to 
preach, in Presbyterian Churches ! 

It is for the purpose of averting evil, and 
of guarding against every feeling which may 
threaten mischief, that I make these remarks. 
It is because I wish the connexion which exists 
to be perpetual, and, at once, more pleasant and 
more beneficial on both sides, that I speak thus 
of the dangers to which it is éxposed. If there 
ever has been an instance in which we have failed 
to pay due respect to the decisions of any of the 
associations with which we have a conventional 
intercourse, it is unknown to me; and if such 
a thing were to occur, I think I should be the first 
to condemn it, and to make a motion for acknow- 
ledging, and repairing our fault. 

It was in connexion with uneasiness arising 
from an event of the kind referred to, that the 
proposal was made, and carried into effect, seve- 
ral years ago, that the delegates from the several 
Associations to our General Assembly, and from us 
to them, should no longer have a vote in the de- 
cisions of those bodies respectively. The pro- 
posal came from us, and was prompted by the 
following considerations. 

1. The system of mutual voting by these dele- 
gates appeared, on serious consideration, so far as 
our church was concerned, unconstitutional, The 
form of government under which the General As- 
sembly acts, makes B sagas for that body main- 
taining a correspondence with sister churches at 
home and abroad; but not for receiving their 
members into authoritative co-operation with us. 
It declares very explicitly, in what manner the 
General Assembly shall be constituted by the 
ministers and mo “Sa Elders from the several 
Presbyteries ; but opens no door for admitting to 
a complete — and vote any other des- 
cription of persons. It was deemed, therefore, 
that our fathers, in forming this agreement, had 
gone beyond their constitutional warrant, and that 
we were, of course, bound to retrace our séeps. _ 

2. Some years after our brethren, of the Wew- 
England Associations had established a conven- 
tional intercourse with the General Assembly; 
the Associate Reformed, the Dutch Reformed, and 
the German Reformed Churches, made overtures 
for establishing a similar intercourse ;—in framing 
the articles of which, although those bodies are 
all strictly Presbyterian, yet, such was their ad- 
herence to constitutional principles, that the privi- 
lege of voting on the part of the delegates reci- 
procally sent by each party, was expressly pre- 
cluded. Accordingly, for some years, at the 
meetings of our General Assembly, the singular 
spectacle was tite ip of bee the delegates trom 
‘the Congregational churches voting on 
those from, the Presbyterinn 
churches in correspondence with us were never 
permitted to vote. This had so strange an ap- 
pearance, that the friends of impartiality and good 
neighbourhood thought it of importance that all 
the delegates from the corresponding churches 
should be placed on an equal footing. And as 
our Presbyterian correspondents would not con- 
sent either to give or take the voting power, it was 
— most judicious to abolish it in regard to 
all. - 

3. In 1821, when our form of government was 
revised, it was judged best to take away even 


voting. As the constitution of the-Church had 


byteries happened to be present at the session of 
another Presbytery, he was, commonly of ge 
when he did so, was allowed not only to s - 
but also to vote, as if he had been a6 Ae gem 
ery member of the Presbytery in which he 
eld this temporary seat. On the revision of our 
Form of Government, in the year just mentioned, 
it was judged best, for weighty reasons, to de- 
clare, that such corresponding members should, 
thereafter, be allowed to sit and deliberate, but 
not to vote. In these circumstances it was me 
not equal to continue to the delegates of correspond- 
ing sister churches, a privilege which we had deli- 
beratel¥ thought proper to with@raw from the cor- 
ponding members of our own denomination. 
4. Finally, the General Assembly was deliberate- 
ly brought to the conclusion that the voting sys- 
tem of the delegates from the Congregational 
Churches ought to be abolished, because this 
power, as enjoyed in their bodies and ours was b 
no means.of equal potency. On the one hand, it 
is well known that our General Assembly is a 
judicial body; that its decisions are authortiative, 
and bind the churches which are represented b 
its rs. On the other hand, it is equal- 
ly welfKnown, that the General Association of 
the Congregational Churches have no judicial au- 
thority; that they are only advisory bodies; and, 
of course, that a vote given in them binds no one, 
not even those, strictly speaking, who concur in 
it. Here, then, is an immense difference in the 
potency of votes. In our General Assembly, if 
there should —— to be nearly a tie, a single 
delegate or two from an association, if they enjoy- 


the scale, and give law to the Church on a most im- 
portant point; or might be instrumental in de- 
ciding an interesting case of discipline in a man- 
ner contrary to the wishes ofa real majority of 
the Church. While in the Agsociaton, supposing 
one of our delegates to enjoy the privilege of voting, 
the utmost that his vote cuu/d avail, would be to car- 
ry a question in favour of giving advice. It could, 
in no case whatever, carry with,it an authoritative 
power. To many warm friends of the inter- 
course system, this difference appeared too seri- 
ous to be disregarded. ‘The truth is, that on more 
than one occasion, while the system of delegate 


so nearly divided, that, if the votes from the As- 
sociation did not decide the vote of the Assem- 
bly, they came very near it, and might have done 
so in reality. Can it surprise any one that such 
a fact should be 1egarded with some apprehension? 
It must be acknowledged, indeed, that our New 
England brethren have never discovered the least 
disposition to take the advantage of such a power 


.on any occasion; but we might easily conceive 


of a state of things in which the enjoyment of it 
would be by no means unattended with hazard. 

My reasons for mentioning this subject, in the 
present connection are chiefly two. 

1. Because I am sensible that painful feelings 
have been excited in the minds of some by the 
abolition of the system of delegat#Vveting. These 
feelings, I am confident, could never have been in- 
dulged, if the whole subject, ‘in all its bearings, 
had been well understood. 

2. Because I am more and more convinced that 
if the intercourse in question is to be maintained 
with comfort, and to edification, it will be of great 
importance that the rules and feelings of each 
party be, in all cases in which it is practicable, 
affectionately respected. ‘Those families which 
the providence of God has placed in the imme- 
diate vicinity of each other, and whose circum- 
Stances give rise to much intercourse, must habi- 
tually consult the feelings and interests of one 
another, if they desire to dwell together in peace. 
Long, very long may the correspondence between 
our New England brethren and ourselves continue! 
And, henceforth, may there be no other strife be- 
tween us than who shall love one another, and 
our common Master with the most fervent affection, 
and who shall do most for the conversion of the 


ter! 

And, by the way, while speaking of our New 
England brethren, it gives me unfeigned pleasure 
to know, that a large portion of the most enlight- 
ened, venerable and pious of the clergy in that 
part of the United States, lament and _ ea 
as much as any individual in our church can do, 


some to propagate the Pelagianizing: sentiments 
alluded to in a former letter. It will, indeed, be 
deeply to be deplored, if, while these excellent 
men are frowning upon this pestiferous system, 
within their own bosom, and regarding its patrons 


countenance in any of the judicatories of the 
Presbyterian Church! Nothing more, I am per- 
suaded, is necessary, under God, to save us froin 
this calamity than a fraternal understanding and 
co-operation among that large majority of the 
‘* new-school”’ ranks in our bedy, who are known 
to reprobate the philosophical deceits in question. 
If they will faithfully unite in setting their faces 


ing their licensing and ordaining suffrages from 
all who avoid them, they may become happily 
instrumental in harmonizing the Church, as well 
as promoting its purity. It is in their power, hu- 
manly speaking, to do more for the peace and 
edification of our beloved department of Zion than 
in that of any other equal number of individuals 
in our communion. If, however, these respected 
brethren of the ** new school,”? who are the real 
friends of substantial orthodoxy, should indulge 
their party feelings to the uttermost, and feel more 
desirous to oppose and thwart those whom they 
call the ** ultra orthodox,’ than to resist the en- 
croachments of heresy, and the acts and inroads 
of real disorders; the prospect is indeed gloomy ; 
the issue must be disastrous! 

And now, my Christian brethren, in regard to 
adherence to the doctrinal standards of our 
Church, on which I have so long detained you, I 
have done: I have spoken my mind with the free- 
dom of one who is conscious of an honest desire for 
peace, but who prefers truth even to peace. 
have not intentionally magnified a single evil, or 
inconsiderately sounded a single note ofalarm. If 
I have in the least degree overstated facts, no one 
will more cordially rejoice than myself to find the 
overstatement proved. And now, at the close, I 
ask—WHAT WILL you,po? The question is not, 
whether, in opposing erroneous: opinions, you 
will patronize a system of * ultra” rigour, of in- 
quisitorial strictness. This I have never approved, 
and have no wish to see applied. But the ques- 
tion is, whether you will honestly and with good 
faith maintain the system of doctrine which every 
minister and elder.of the Presbyterian Church has 
solemnly engaged to sustain? Again I ask— 
WHAT WILL you po? Will you keep up the 
**land marks” which your fathers with so inuch 
labour, and with so many prayers and tears 
erected, and bequeathed to you; or will you aban- 
don them? Will you adhere, as faithful witnes- 
ses, to that testimony in favour of truth, which, in 
the old world and in the new, God has so signally 
blessed to the glory of his Church; or will you suffer 
it to be trampled under your feet? Will you calla 
convention of the whole church, and attempt to a/- 
ter your Confession of Faith, and to make its arti- 
cles either so unmeaning, or so general, that per- 
sons of every grade of opinion, short of Unitarian- 
ism, may honestly subscribe it? An alteration 
has been publicly proposed, and is, perhaps, 
wished for by some. Make the attempt; and, 
instead of really mending this venerable and pre- 
clous monument of orthodoxy, you will have ita 
disfigured and mutilated carcase, less satisfactory 
to any party than it is at the present moment, 
Or, while it stands in your book, i+: an evidenee 
of what the Presbyterian Church once was, and 
still ought to be—will you suffer one article of it 
after another to be null:fied, in fact, by reckless 
subscription, until its whole dignity and. au- 
thority shall perish together? In other words, 
will you suffer men of coarse and ductile con- 
sciences, with the philosophy and the language 
of Pelagianism on their lips, to be guilty of the 
solemn, dishonest mockery of subscribing your 


stood before, when a member of one of our Pres- 


Calvinistic creed, and entering your judicato- 
ries? If this be admitted, you will soon fill 


ed the privilege of voting, might absolutely turn © 


voting continued, the General Assembly has been | 


world to the knowledge and likeness of that Mas- ° 


the disposition which has been manifested by * 


as dangerous corruptors of truth; it should find | 


against these erroneous opinions, and withhold- . 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


our beloved church (with anguish of spirit I write | jars, he may lift it up and then incline it, so that 


tion and death, with which the 


ears of ev 


rye with the of repul- 
sion and explosion ; but what is unepeakably more | cushion, he may shake it off. If there be dirt 
to be dreaded,—with the alte ema — upon it = may wipe it with alinen cloth. If a 
tian who hears shall tingle! Or finally, will you 
faithfully maintain that creed in its true spirit and 
meaning, and let those who cannot honestly sub- 
scribe it, seek a connexion with some other portion 


the stone shall fall off. If there be money ona 


goat run into the house, and one shut the door, he 
is guilty. If two shut it they are innocent. If 
one is unable, and two thérefore shut it, they are 


‘ef the great Christian family? ‘These questions | S¥ilty; though Rabbi Simeon absolves them, 


mast soon be decided. The crisis is approach- 


ing. God grant that you may decide them 


such a manner as most effectually to prdmote his | | 
belo. | toymeet with*such a paragraph as the 


Miner. 
Princeton, February, 1833. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


After this exhibition of Judaical perversity in 
in | straining at gnats and swallowing camels, it is 


following, in which the amiable Cowper presents 
the true Christian principle in noble contrast 
with Pharisaic or ascetic rigour. ‘Do you 
love the day or do you not? If you love it, you 
will never inquire how far, you may safely deprive 


WEDNESDAY, Marca 13, 1833. 


yourself of the enjoyment of it. If you do not 


OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS, 
Philadelphia, March 8th, 1833. 


| acknowledge it, that is an alarming symptom, and 
: ought to make you tremble. If you do not love 
it, it is a weariness to you, and you wish it over. 


“To Mrsstonartes.—As it is the duty of the | The ideas of labour and rest are not more opposite 


Board to lay a full and satisfactory report of all 


love it, yet find yourself obliged in conscience to | 


of fables would have cast his narratives in one 
mould. His sketches would at least have 
been no more than different combinations of the 
same ingredients, so long as he confined himself to 
simple, natural incident, without resort to the ro- 
mantic or the marvellous. Now we need not say 
to any reader of the Bible, how far its narratives are 
from this description. The biographies there giv- 
en, brief and simple as they are, can never be con- 


jfounded. Each,is strongly marked by a few, but 


most distinctive traits; which are not common to 
the rest. This fact, though often overlooked, is 
highly worthy of attention. Let any one fami- 
liar with the Scriptures call to mind the leading 
facts in the biography of Abraham and Moses, 
Samuel and David, and observe how little they are 
like each other, except in that spirit of devotion 
to God’s service, which as to ite essentials is the 
same in all his servants. 


LuTHERAN AND CaLvinisTIO Views OF THE 
Lorp’s Supper.—In 1827, the Lutheran and 


These great an are necessarily connected, and can 
only be attained by an enlightened exercise of the powers 
of each witbin its appropriate sphere, in conformity with 
the public will constitutionally expressed. To this end, it 
become$ the duty of all to yield a ready and patriotic sub- 
mission to the laws constitutionally enacted, and thereby 
promote and strengthen a proper confidence in those iu- 
stitutions of the several States and of tbe United States 
which the people themselves haVe orcained for their own 
government, ar 

_ My experience in public concerns, and the observa- 
tion of a life somewhat advanced, confirm the opinions 
long since imbibed by me, that the destruction of our 
State governninents or the annibilation of their control 
over the local concerns of the people, would lead directly 
to revolution and anarchy, and wy despotism and 
military domination. In proportion, therefore, as the 
ueral government encroaches upon the rights of the States 
in the same proportion does it impair its own power an 
detract from its ability to fulfil the purposes of its crea- 
tion, Solemnly impressed with these considerations, my 
countrymen will ever find me ready to exercise my con- 
stitutional powers in arresting measures which may di-- 
rectly or indiectly encroach upon the rights of the 
States, or tend to consolidate all political power in the 
General Government. But of equal, and-ideed of in- 
calculable importance, is the union of these States, and 
the sacred duty of all to contribute to its preservation by 
a liberal support of the General Government in the exer- 
cise of its just powers. You have been wisely admonish- 
ed to “accustom yourselves to think and speak of the 
Union as of the palladium of your political safety and 
prosperity, watching for its preservation with jealous 
anxigty, discountenaucing whatever may suggest even a 


Dartmoutu CoLtutrcE.—An act was lately passed by 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, offering students of 
colleges, exemption from taxation and the performance of 
inilitary duty, in consideration of their the right 
of suffrage. A meeting of the students of mouth Col- 
lege who are entitied (o vote, has been held, at which it 
was resolved, that they would not relinquish that right on 
such terms, 


The Board of Health at Nashville report on the 18th 
yt deaths by cholera, during the week ending that 
ay. 
From Buenos AYrRES.—By an arrival at this port, Bue- 
= Ayres papers to Dec. 224 inclusive have been receiv- 


The resignation of- Gavernor Resas‘had 
accepted, and Gen. Judfi Ramon Balcarce w 
ezs e House of Representatives) in his stead. 

e new ministry under Balcarce, is composed as fol- 
lows: Victoria Garcia de Zuniga, Minister of the Home 
Department; Gen. Enrique Martinez, of War; Dr. Man- 
uel V. de Maza, of Grace and Justice, holding also pro- 


at length 
elected 


Roxas, of Finatice. 

Major Mariana Moreno, under Secretary to the War 
and Marine Department, has been appointed Secretary of 
the Legation of Buenos Ayres to the United States; and 
Dr. Ruano, attache to the same. 3 

The Apostolic Vicar of Buenos Ayres, at the request of 
the government has issued a decree reducing the sumber 
of holy days to ten, besides Sunday. All the half holidayd 
are suppressed with the exception ofthat of San Jose. in 
an accompanying note by the Minister of the Home De- 
Ss it is stated “‘ that including Sundays and other 


visionally the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Jose Maria | do 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


J. B. Mitchell, Teasurer of the General Assenjily’s 


Board of Education, acknowledges the following sums 
received since the }5th inst 


David Roe, Woodbury, N. J. - - $5 00 
Rev. J. Mahon, Agt., per D. Mahon, - 4000 
Rev. R. Adair, from female aux., 2nd Presb. 

ch. Wilmington, Del. - - - 27 75 
Rev. S. 8. Davis, Camden, S. C. : - § W 
Collected by Rev. J. Breckinridge, Gen. Agt. 

in New York, names withheld by request, 200 00- 

Mr. Patterson for Rev. J.Graham’scong. _. 

Turtle Creek, Blairsville « + 75 
Collected “Agt, New York, names | 

withheld by request, - 300 00 
Per Rev. Dr. Ely, from a member | 

of Hopewell cong. ‘i . 5 00 
do. do. do. do. 3d Presb. ch. 


. do. do. do. Union and Doe 
Run, R. A. G. Morrison, - 37 25—49 06 
Per Gen. Agt., from Female Educa. Soc. Pearl 
street ch. N. Y., by Miss Atterbury, - 650 00 
Rev. J. A. Adams, Jackson, Missouri, per Rev. 
Per Gen. Agt. New York from Members of 
Brick and Cedar street churches - . 00 
Per do. from Rev, Mr. Jones’s ch. Branswick, 129 28 
Received per Rev. Alfred Hamilton, agent, - as 
00 
50 


hclidays, rainy days and contingencies of the weather | Lancaster, Pa. annual donations, - 40 

to each other, than the idea of wd Sabbath to that | Calvinistic churches in the kingdom of Wirtem- anantly Goosen aoe ae Pans soe is which vender i impossible to work on the river La Piata, | Mar letta, do. do. du. : - $0 

that they have been enabled to accomplish, du-| dislike and disgust, with which it fills the souls | berg were united. The terms in which the} to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, er to —a bane ape’ before the es took pap Hg Columbia, do. do. do. . - 26 
ring the year, before the General Assembly, at | of thousands to be obliged to keep it. It is worse | government announced this pacification were enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the va- | | 1 a ey eee ‘s 


their sessions in May; so it is essential to the 


than bodily labour.” 


thought by some of the Reformed to represent 


rious parts.”” Without union our independence and libere 


bor.”’ 


Omittted in the acknowledgments of monies 


received A. 
ty would never have been achieved—-without union they | The following facts are deduced from seme very valu-. cived per Rev. A. Hamilton, the follow 


fullness and correctness of the Report, that our raat 


Missionaries should be full, explicit and punctual 
in forwarding their several Special Reports to the 


We have examined the British Critic for Octo- 
ber last, but find nothing in it worthy of particu- 


their party as mere converts to the Lutheran 
opinions, with respect to predestination and con- 
substantiation. ‘This has revived in some degree 


can never be maintained. Divided in twenty-four, or 
even a smaller number of separate communities, we 
shall see our interval trade burdened with numberless re- 
straints and exactions; communication between distant 


‘able documents contamed in the oe gage to the Con- 


gregational Magazine for last month. Within a radius of 
eight English miles from St. Paul’s cathedral, there is a 
population exceeding one million and three quarters, for 


ing sums, viz. 
Sharon cong. Presb. of Ohio in - 375 
Female Ed. Society, of Waltsburg Presb. o 
Erie, for bencfit of students and Jefferson 


lar attention. This journal may be regarded as 
the organ of that numerous, and we fear prepon- 
ae dggating, party in the church of England, which 

is characterized by elegant refinement, love of 
_|learning, worldliness of spirit, and aversion to 
the Calvinism. We are far from meaning to affirm 
a G. A. Board of Missions, 29 Sansom that these attributes have any natural or essential 

in it following | COmmexion; we merely say that in this case they 
actually combined. The British Critic is 
eo and meet acting amount sustained by writers who are obviously possessed 
trom veil to April | Of. talents and accomplishments. Almost every 
1st, 1833, or to the close of their Commissions, if page bears the impress of that aristocratical re- 

' they have expired before the latter date. finement which marks the Oxonian and the Can- 
9. The number of congregations and mission- tabrigian echolar. As little, however, can we 

ary stations supplied, and the number of families overlook its palpable deficiencies. These _ 
cn dient 7 particularly obvious, when we bring the British 

3. The number of additions to the thurch on Critic into comparison with the newly establish- 


points and sections obstructed, or cut off; our sons made 
soldiers to deluge with blood the fields they now till in 
peace; the mass of our people borne down and impover- 
\ ished by taxes to support armies and navies; and military 
leaders at the head of their victorious legions sen pe 
our law-givers aud judges. The loss of liberty, of a 
good government, of peace, plenty and happiness, must 
imevitably follow a dissolution of the Union. In supporting 
it, thereiore, we support all that is dear to the freeman 
aad the philanthropist. 

The time at which I stand before you is full of inter- 
est. ‘The eyes of all nations are &xed on our republic.— 
‘The event of the existing crisis will be decisive in the 
opinion of mankind, of the practicability of our federal 
system of Government. Great is the stake placed in 
our bands; great is the responsibility which must rest 
aipon the people of the United States. Let us realize 
the importance of the attitude in which we stand before 
the world. Let us exercise forbearance and firmness.— 
Let us extricate our country from the dangers which sur- 
round it, and learn wisdom from the lesson they iacul- 
cate, 

Deeply impressed with the truth of these observatiuns, 
and under the obligation of that solemn oath which I am 
about to take, I shall continue to exert all my faculties to 
maintain the just powers of the constitution, and to trans- 
mt age ees to posterity the blessings of our federal! 


Board, at the time mentioned in their commis- 
sions. 


the use of whom the foilowivg places of religious worship 
are provided ;—Episcopalians, 264; Independents, 109; 
Wesleyan Methodists, 5; Baptists, 61; Calvinistic Me- 
thodists, 24; Presbyterians, 25; Cathoiics, 23; Friends, 65. 
tal, , Established Churches ; Dissentin apels 
343. Not a half of the population of London nen a Chartiers. cong. Presb. of Ohio, per Rev. S. F. 
lic worship. Who can wonder, then, that one prison Ieake, - - 
alone -y London contains at this time more than 1300 in- | 
mates 

It is said that the city of Bath, with all its high Christian 
privileges, contains nearly 1500 poor children without 
Sunday school instruction, 281 families without the Scrip. } 
tures in their houses, and 188 families without either Scrip- 
tures or readers. 

The Dutch Bible Society has distributed 4000 copies of 
the Scriptures among the army. 


Jamaica.—A new and general ferment has been oeca- 
sioned in the Island of Jamaica, by the publication of a 
Royal Proclamation issued by the King of England, and 
accompanied by a circular from the Earl of Mulgrave, the 
Governor, prohibiting the formation or action of any So- 
cieties for the forcible removal from the Island of the Dis- 
senting Teachers and Ministers of Religion. His Majesty 
declares his intention to maintain and defend the princi- 
ples of religious toleration throughout all his dominions, 


Col. per Rev. Mr. M'Cready, 
Greensburg cong. Presb. of Redstone, (in all) 
Blairsville, do. do. Blairsville, : 


Executors of Mary Armstrong, dec. per. Rev.* ™ *: 
S. M‘Farren, 


the Sacramental controversy, and brought out 
some of the Calvinistic clergy in defence of their 
own view. We call them Calvinistic, because 
although they do not give themselves that title, 
there are some at least who havo adhered to the 
unfashionable creed of old Geneva. In a periodi- 
cal, too many of whose pages are defiled with 
gross neology, we have been pleased to read the 
following profession of faith upon a single point, 
from a modern German pastor. ) 

‘‘ We [the Reformed] are persuaded that all 
which is ever promised and bestowed in the 
Lord’s Supper, can be nothing more than what 
is offered to faith in general, viz. Life in Christ; 
intimate, quickening, sanctifying union with him; 
an interest in the new covenant ratified by him; 
and an application of his saving and sanctifying 


Correction. 

In the receipt from Mill Creek cong. for 2 50 
read 2 62. For Feniale Ed. Soc. Green- 
field, Salem and Big-land, read Ed. Soc. G. 
Salem and Big-bend. 


PRICES CURRENT. 
Wheat Flour perbbl, 5 12}Beef per barrel 
Rye Flour do. 874Pork barrel 
Wheat per bushel J 10 Hams per pound 10 
d 75 Flax per pound 10 
52 Bacon per pound 
66 Peas per bushel 
1475 Beans per bushel — 128 
Corn Meal per bushel 68. Buckwheat Seed perbushel 50 
orn per bushel Sugar, N.O. perhund. 7 a 7 25 
Clover Seed per bsh! 6 50a 725 Sole Leather per pound 22028 
Flax Seed per bushel | 175 Upper, finished, perside 275 


| 


ye 
Wheat brown Stuff per bahl 
RyebrownStufF do 
Corn Meal per hhd 


Feathers per pound 89 a 40 Calf Skins per dozen 25 a 30 00 
and warns all persons not to transgress the injunctions of | Herd Seed | per bushel 35 Cordevan 16 00a 20 00 
Critic is, in its tone and spirit, juvenile; the Pres- | he Barley per bushel 90 Iron, hammered, per ton 75a 88 
the total in communion. i ’ it may be asked, was the ordinance Institu -neral government, those powers only that are clearly de- | Lonpon Ponice—The Unknown Tongues.—On Mon- | Oats per bushel 35 rolled do. 85a 87h 
4.'The number of churches organized, an byterian Review mature and manly. The gra- Because it is a means pre-eminently adapted to to simplicity and economy in the ex- Mr. was in Winter Oil ver Ne. 1 45 46 00 
penditures of the vernment; to raise no more money | custody, amster, one of the inspectors of the,B divi- 
houses of worship erected. vest themes are handled style | secure the end desired—to quicken, to confirm, the people than may be requisite for these of palien, before Mr. Wane and Sir Frederiek Roe, Fig 
. | - | of boyish levity. e playfulness of the latter is : . i. and in a manner that will best promote the interests of all | at Queen square, charged with creating a disturbance at | Hops per lb.—first sort 27 a 28 Band I er ton 108 
5. The num f Sabbath Schools, Catecheti- y y wae ee If thes and thereby to impart the blessings promised. classes of the community, and of all portions of thé Union. | Trinity Church, Chelsea, during the performance of divine Dried Peaches per bushel 600 Hoop rey ‘1200 sae 
4 eal and Bible s, and the number of teach- the playfulness of a full grown man. the Scot- | Ye are mine (says Jesus to believers, according | Constantly bearing in mind that, in entering into society, | service on the previous day. Dried Apples per bushel 250 SheetIron do, 1554160 00 
. tish journal savours strongly of the pulpit and the 
ers and.learners in each. 


2s ii ad ‘individuals must give up a share of liberty to preserve 
to the spirit of the words of institution,) ye are | the rest,” it will be i desire so to discharge a duties 
mine, not because ye believe in me as a Teacher; | 4s to rethren in of the poo 

it is-only by embracing me as a Saviour that you a spirit of liberal concession and compromise; and, by 
can find healing for your souls. ‘Those Who par- 


It appeared from the statement of Captain Bague and 
Mr. Burgess, two of the churchwardens, that they were in 
a pew in Trinity Church on the previous day; and, just as 
the minister had concluded the dest lesson for the day, the 
defendant who was also present among the congregation, 
rose from his seat, and in a loud voice called out, “Hah, 


Butter per pound 


25 American Steel, do. 105 00 
Lard per pound 


15 English Cast Steel per lb, 184419 


Eggs per dozen 15 do. Blistered do. 14415 
Mackerel per barrel, No, 1, 6 50 (Sat. Cour. 


LONDON BOOKS. 


6. The number of Bible, Tract, Missionary, manse, the English does of the college and the 


: . |drawing-room. Another distinctive trait is their 
theology. We do not mean that the one is Armi- 


reconciling our fellow citizens to those partial sacrifices 
which they must inavoidably make, for the preservation 


7. The amount raised for Foreign aad Denise nian and the other Calvinistic; that is a matter of 
tic Missions, and the number of Missionary So- | ©°U'** But we mean that while the one has 


cieties auxiliary to the Board. 


8. The whole number of Sermons preached, 


clear, consistent views of Christian doctrine, the 
other is wavering and inconstant. A single num- 


take of the Lord’s Supper declare by so doing 
that they depend for salvation on the expiatory 
sacrifice of Christ; and Christ requires them to 


of a greater good, to recommend our unvaluable Govein- 


American people. 


Finally, itis my most fervent prayer to that Almighty 
Being befure whom I now stand, and who has kept us 


ment and Union to the confidence and affections of the } 


hah, hic, hic, hic, esto, esto,—the day of judgment is come.” 
The extraordinary tone and manner in which the defen- 
dant pronounced the words were such that the whole of the 
congregation were alarmed, ard some of them ran out of 
the church. The defendant continued, and he, was at 


ARCHBISHOP Tillotson’s works 10 vs calf extra, Pa- 
ley’s do 2 vs do, Archbishop Leighton’s do 2 vs do, 


op Butler’s works do, Josephus’ do 4 vs do, Cruden’s Con- 
cordance calf, Henry’s Exposition 3 vs calf, do Miscella- 


do do on St. Peter do, Falconer’s Discourses calf, Bish- _ 


rg 6 2? | in bis hands from the infancy of our Republic to the pre- | length taken out of the church and given in charge to the 
divided declare this, when he says Take—eat—drink | semt day, that he will so overrule all my police, at the in Elizcheth sweet, Calmet’s. Dictionary, Smith’s Messiah, 3 vs, M‘Knight on 
Monthly Concerts attended, prayer-meetings es- . : gal The ordinance is mystical, only so far as vital | tions, and inspire the hearts of my fellow-citizens, that 
itself. The Presbyterian Review, so far as we 


- the Epistles 4 vs, do do 1 vol, Smith on the Sacrifice of 
very attention to his comfort in the station house, was 
service he was visited by the churchwardens, with whom | j,,.. Ambrose, Moshiem’s Ecclesiastical Hist we, 3 ‘vel 
— he conversed in the most rational manner. On being ask- | new ed, Burkett’ Family Expositor, Journall’s Cristian 
ed the reason for addressing the congregation in the €x-| Armour 2 vs, A Treatise on ‘he Soul of Man by Flavel 
INTELLIGENCE. . traordinary manner he had done, he replied that it was not | Piavel’s works 8 vs, The works of the Rev John New. 
; ae his fault, it was the Spirit within him that was the cause, | 1, Doddridge’s Miscellaneous works. do Family E t. 
; and he had no power to prevent it. With the exception of tod, Padeaas cn the Now Testament 2 O y ra Se : 
AMERICAN CoNGRESSIONAL ‘TEMPERANCE Society. | religious subjects, the defendant was most coherent, and leat works 3 vs. Romaine’ Lif W, 
—Pursuant to previous arrangement, a number of Mem- | evinced a mind of superior attainments and knowledge. Faith. Pale ‘a Evideade Ch ids 7 aturel Tho, 
bers of Congress and others, friendly to the cause of T'em- | Mr. White asked the defendant where he resided Milton's w > 
rance, assembled in the chamber of the Senate of the} Jusentine replied that he lived at Pluto’s Villa, Ad- 4 Cl Serie ermons 3 vs, Nel- 
nited States, on the evening of the 26th February, | dison’s road, Kensington. Life and Re H. Kirk 
3 Mr. White inquired if he had any friends in London? | Zimmerman on Solitude, Mason on Self Ki Ar ad j 
Mr. Jusentine said that his friends resided at Bargpton, Baxter’s Saint’s Rest Greek Septuagint $ eg ° 5°, 
near Taunton, which he came from himself, and he g, Testa@inent, do do = d 
was educated at the University of Cambridge. Psalter cordance, = ene 
Mr. White inquired his reason for disturbing the congre- : 
gation in Trinity Church in the manner described by the 
churchwardens. | 
Mr. Jusentine replied, that he was ready to admit he 
had _ gone into Trinity Church, for the purpose of hearin 
the Rev. Mr. Blunt preach. After the rev. gentleman had 
read the 30th chapter of Isaiah, it produced such an im- 
pression on his mind that he could not resist the sudden hieal Dict; : . 
impulse, and ——— addressed the congregation y but Krk uCca I ictionary, Anderson on Commerce 4 vs, 4to, 
what he had said had been misrepresented. He did not | M Kensie’s Voyages, 1 vol. do, Maunder’s Treasury of 
say, ‘‘The day o! judgment is come :” he said, “The day Knowledge, 1 vol, Davenport’s Dictionary of Biography, 


tablished, and families visited. 


Christianity, in all its parts, is mystical.” 
Notice to Societies 


All that the writer, whom we quote, contends 
for, is freedom of opinion and discussion on the 
nature of this sacrament, and a strict conformity 
to the original institution in the’ manner of dis- 
pensing it. 


we may be preserved from dangers of al! kinds, and con- 
tinue forever a UNITED AND HAPPY PEOPLE. 


have seen, is uniform. That unity of sentiment 
¥ which constitutes the charm of all such journals, 
it possesses in perfection. The third and last 
aeieith in wand all Tree point to be mentioned is more serious still. The 
completed as speedily as pos : British Critic is entirely void of religious spirit. 
surers and Agents to whom funds have been ms The Presbyterian Reviewers speak of practical reli- 
mitted for the use of the Board, are = a gion as athing of which they do know. The former 
writes like an accomplished scribe, the latter like 
dhe one touched with a transforming influence. 
the increasing facts in relatien to the religious and ecclesiasti- 
else missionary labgur, and the still aug- cal state of Germany; the pepentrany saps and 
menting responsibility of the Board, we beseech extensive circulation of Calvin’s exegetical works 
them. as fellow labourers with us in the same under the auspices of Lutheran theologians ; and 
holy: ny that they would use their influence to a growing predilection for the Presbyterian order, 


ENDEAVOUR TO DO GOOD PERSONALLY.—If @ man 
were left to choose whether he should bestow a 
hundred dollars in charity, by means of an almo- 
ner, or in personal alms, he ought certainly to 
prefer the latter mode. Even if the ultimate ef- 
fect on the beneficiaries should be the same, the 
gain of the giver would be far greater. Give a 
large sum to a friend for the use of the poor, and 
you exercise, perhaps very strongly, a single 
feeling of benevolence. But give the same sum, 
by a hundred different gratuities, and you exer- 


The Hon. Wm. Wilkins, was called to the Chair and 
Walter Lowrie, appointed Secretary. 

The meeting was opened by prayer, by the Rev. Mr. 
Proudfit. | 

The Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen submitted for consider- 
ation, the following constitution, which having been read 
and considered was unanimously adopted. 

As the use of Ardent Spirit, is not only unnecessary, but 
injurious, as it tends to produce paupcrism, crime, and 
wretchedness, and to hinder the etflicacy of all meaus for. 
the intellectual and moral benefit of society, and also to 
endanger the purity and permanence of our free institu- 
tions, and as one of the best means for counteracting its 
deleterious effects is the influence of United Example : 
‘Therefore, we, members of Congress and others, recog- 


_ MISCELLANEOUS. 

Johnson’s Dictionary, Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, 1 vol. do do do 12 vs, Hume and Smollet’s | , 
History of England, 1 vol. Ainsworth’s Latin Dictiona . 
Ure’s Dictionary of Chemistry, Ayscough’s Index to Shak. 
speare, the complete Dramatic works of Shaks}eare, by 
Jones, Crabbe’s Poctical works, Burke’s works 8vs, Bio- 


? 


the ensuing year. 
}>~Editors of religions papers will confer 


tion. 


closing a sentence. 
Column third, line nineteenth, for jealous read zealous. 


lation. 


favour on the Board by giving the above an inser- 


Errata in No. VI. of Letters to Presbyterians.+-The 
words “to illustrate my mean‘ng” in the thirteenth line of | Clesiastical arrangements which succeeded the 
the third paragraph, column second, should begin, instead 


Same column, line sixteenth from bottom, for wary read 


Last line but one of the letter, for dissolution read deso- 


obtain additional subscriptions and pledges for on the part of the German clergy. We perceive 


with pleasure that this favourable estimate of our 
q | constitution prevails, not so much among neolo- 
gists and formalists, as among those who love 
the truth, and feel its influence. These seem 
disposed to charge the dreadful revolution in the 
theology of Germany on the disuse of those ec- 


Reformation, together with the absence of any 
efficient independent system of control and super- 
vision within the church itself. Letit be observed 
here that the latter evil is one which is not 
inherent in forms of polity other than the 
Presbyterian, and our remarks have no reference 
to the question of prelacy. ‘To what degree the 


Jewisn Trapitions.—Having furnished our explanation just given is historically just, may be 


cise the benevolent feeling daily. You have 
your pity excited by seeing the objects of your 
favour. You enjoy the relief that is afforded 
them. Your heart is kept in a constant glow, 
and the luxury of doing good is felt in its purity. 
So also in efforts for the souls of men. By con- 
tributing to support a missionary, one may instru- 
mentally convert a multitude; and he who does 
so, does well. But no liberality of this kind 
should absolve a man from daily, personal en. 
deavours to save the souls of those around him. 
Perhaps it may be said with truth, that no one 
can fully exercise evangelical love for souls, who 
does not make personal, direct attempts to im- 
press them with divine truth. No means have 
been more remarkably blessed than faithful, pri- 


‘nizing the principle of abstinence from the use of Ardeut 
Spirit, and from the traffic in it, as the basis of our Union, 

do hereby agree to form ourselves into a society, and for 
this purpose adopt the following Constitution: 

The following are some of the articles. 

This Society shall be called Zhe American Congres- 
stonal T’emperance Society. 

The object of this Society shall be by example, and 
by kind moral influence, to discountenance the use of 
Ardent Spirit, and the traffic in it, throughout the comu- 
nity. 

Members of Congress, and all who have been members 
of Corgress, officers of the United States’ government, 
civil aud military, and heads of departments, who prac- 
tically adopt the great principles of this Society, may by 
signing the constitution, become members; and any for- 
mer member of Congress, or other person entitled to 
membership, may be admitted, on addressing to the 
Secretary of this Society, a letter expressive of bis desire 
to be considered a member. 

President.—Hon. t.ewis Cass, Secretary of War. 

Vice Presidents. —Hon. Samuel Bell, New Hampshire ; 
Hon. Gideon Tomlinson, Connecticut; Hon. John Reed, 
Massachusetts ; Hon. Lewis Condict, New Jersey; Hon. 


of judgment is coming—the millenium is at hand, and the 
hour of sin shall be destroyed.” 

The unfortunate gentleman then said that our Saviour 
would appear to-morrow (Tuesday) in his own proper 
person, and that sm and wickedness would be no more. 

The magistrates having consulted together, Mr. White 
said that he had better send for his friencis. and he should 
require two sureties for his future good behaviour. 

Ir. Jusentine was then omawed in custody, and taken 
into a private room, when he requested pen, ink, and pa- 
per, which were icimediately furnished him, and he wrote 
several letters. 

The defendant does not appear to be quite thirty years 
of age, and his manners and address are most prepossess- 
ing. 
It was afterwards ascertained that his friends and con- 
nexions were highly respectable, and that he was, as he 
described himself, aclergyman. His name, however. was 
not given correct, and should be the Rev. Frederick Du- 
santoy, and his friends reside at Brampton, in Huntingdon- 
shire. Qn one occasion, since he has beon in prison, he 
behaved very violently, and threw one of the turnkeys 
down stairs. On Wednesday, he was brought to the of- 
fice again, and accommodated in a private room, and vi- 
sited ‘by the magistrates, with whom he conversed in a 


1 vol 355 portraits, Pereeval’s Poems 2 vs, Scott's Village 
Discourses, The Forest Sanctuary by Mrs Heman’s, 'Tat- 
ler and Guardian | vol, Hooke’s Rome3 vs cf, Hume, Smol- 
lett and Miller’s England 3 vs ef, the Life of Napoleon by 

reland 4 vs ef, Pinkerton’s Petralogy 2 vs cf, Gray’s His- 
tory of British Plants 2 vs, Shakspeure | vol ef extra, do. 
diamond 1 vol, Spectator 1 vol cf, do 8 vs, Haslev’s Select 
British Poets 1 vol, Aiken’s do do do 1 vol, Adventurer 
and Guardian 1 vol, Cook’s Voyages 6 vs, History of the 
Wars of the French Revolution 2 vs, Ilustrations of the 
Passions 2 vs, Graham’s Poems 2 vs, Campbell's do, 
Thompson’s Seasons, do do miniature ed, Bell’s Surgery, 
4vs, Ewing’s Lexicon, Johnston’s werks 6 vs, Lives of 
the Scottish Poets 3 vs, Cicero, Howard’s Beauty or Lite- 
rature, Specimens of the Poets by Johnson, Homer’s Iliad 
cf extra, Cowper’s do, Tasso 20 vs in 1 vol, Ovid's Opera 
3vs, Arabian Nights 3 vs, Butler’s Hudibras, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, Watt’s Logic, Palev’s Moral and Political Phi- 
poppy, the Lives of Hale, Bedell, Rochester and Ham- 


mell. 
All the above are splendid London editions, which the 
subscribers will sell at the lowest prices. - 


CHRISTIAN COUNSEL TO THE SICK, 
By the Rev. S. G. Winchester, Pastor of the Sixth 


readers, some weeks since, with samples of the queried ; but we cannot help regarding it ass gre 
Sonna or Mohammedan traditions, we shall now tifying tribute to the salutary tendencies of Pres- 
lay before them a few extracts from the Mishna| byterianism, as viewed by foreign ministers. Of 
or Oral Law of the Jews. As our specimens are those who advocate a change in the existing sys- 
taken from the chapter which relates to the ob-| tems, and an approximation to the Presbyterian 
servance of the Sabbath, the reader will be able | order, some make the Scottish church their model, 
to judge how grossly that divine institution may | 2nd are still in favour of union with the civil 
be dislionoured, by punctilious scruples as well | government; while others, appealing to our own 
on by irreverent neglect. church as an example, plead, with very little 

pte may not go abroad [on the Sabbath] ‘prospect of success, for a divorce of church and 
with a sword, or with a bow, or with a shield, or | State. Among the latter, we observe the hame of 
with a sling, er with a lance. If he does he is | Dr- Hupfeld, a young and sets. orientalist, 
guilty of sin. “Rabbi Eliezer says, indeed, that | Connected with the Marburg University. The 
these are merely his ornaments. But the sages whole discussion, as it appears in the German 
say, they are nothing but his disgrace, for it is| Periodicals, affords us pleasure. As Presbyterian 
ie : ‘They shall beat their swords into Calvinists, we cannot but anticipate desirable re- 
plough-sheres and their spears into pruning hooks. sults from a change of public sentiment in favour 


William Wilkins, Pennsylrania; Hon. Thomas Ewing, 
Ohio ; Hon, Felix Grundy, Tennessee ; Hon. John Tipton, 
Indiaua ; Hon. Daniel Wardwell, New York ; Hon. James 
M. Wayne, Georgia. . 
Secretary —Walter Lowrie, Secretary Senate U. 8. 
Treasurer.—Hon. E. Whittlesey, Ohio. 
Auditor.—Hon. W. W. Ellsworth, Connecticut. 
Executive Committee.—Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen, 
New Jersey; Hon. Arnold™Naudain, Delaware; Hon. 
Jobn Blair, Tennessee ; Hon. George N. Briggs, Mas- 
sachusetts ; Hon. Eleutheros Cook, Ohio. © 
The meeting then adjourned. - 


Wm. Chairman. 
Wa Lownrik, Secretary. 


most rational mauner. Several clergymen to whom he 
had written letters, also called upon him, with whom he 
conversed for a considerable time, and requested that he 
might be furnished with a Bible. Oue of the gentlemen 
immediately presented him with one, and he occupied his 
time nearly the whole of the day in reading and marking 
certain passages of it with a pencil. In the evening bis 
friends attended, and, with the consent of Mr. White, he 
was removed in a carriage to Mr. Finch’s lunatic asylum 
at Kensington, where he was received by that gentleman 
with great humanity, and every care and attention im- 
mediately paid to his unfortunate situation.— London 
Christian Advocate, 


Presbyterian Church, published this day b 
WHETHAM & D’HART, 
22 south Fourth street. 


NEW BOOKS. 
"SHE Soldier’s Bride, and other Tales. By Hon. Jas. 
Hall, author of Legends of the West. 
Family Library, No. 53, Progress of Discovery on the 
more northern coasts of America. By Patrick F. Tytler, 
Esq. with a map and nine engravings. 


Kasy lessons for learning French, selected from appro- 
ved authors. 


Grandmamma’s Book of Rhymes, for the Nursery. 

Thomson on Infidelity. Sermons on Infidelity, by An- 
| D. D. of St. George’s, Edin- 
> _ urgh. First American edition, with a preliminary essay. 

The donations of Solomon Allen illiam Brown ard ’ . 

N. Chauncey, Esqrs. for the assistance of M. Adolphe Mo- by 
nod, Pastor of the Protestant church in Lyons, France, ospels ; de- 
, signed for Sunday School Teachers and Bible Clasees. 
have been forwarded to the Hon. 8. V. S. Wilder of New By Rev. Albert Barnes, Pastor of the First Presbyte- 
Lore en according to the wishes of the benevo- } 7:2. Church, Philadelphia. Volume first, notes on St. 
en Matthew. Just received. 


SPIRIT OF THE PILGRIMS, for Feb. 1833. 


CONTENTS. 


vate exhortation. Ten men in a single church, 
conscientiously engaged in this duty, may hope 
to witness a revival of religion there. And if all 
our church-members were thus engaged in the 
most important of all labours, we might hope for 
the addition of thousands to the number of be- 
lievers. We must all feel our short-coming in 
this matter. It is too common to leave the whole 
of this responsible task to ministers and elders, 
and yet it is plainly impossible that these alone, 
however faithful, should perform it. And in the 
midst of our neglects, thousands are perishing, 
and thousands too, whom a word of admonition 
might have awakened in time. We must meet 
in judgment those who have been lost through 
our false shame, sloth, or spiritual cowardice. 
It will then be too late to labour. Oh, is there | 


T\+: ladies at Troy, N. Y. are taking measures to es- 
tablish a school for teachers at Athens, in Greece, and 
have appointed Messrs. Robertson, Hill, and King, trus- 
tees. Mr. William F. Walker, of Union College, a gen- 
tleman preparing for the ministry, offers to superintend 
the school, and it is also intended to send with him a well 
qualified female instructer. 


Co.urars.—The American Almanac for 1833, gives a il 
list of 60 col:eges in the United States, containing 5,207 


undergraduates. Of these, 5 colleges with 692 students PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 


(a large part of them in the preparatory departments, ) are 


Roman Catholic. 


‘neither shall they learn war any more. . 


himself, let him be free. : 


nable creeping thing is innocent. 


Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 


If a person throw a thing, and after it is gone 

- out of his hand, remember [that it is the Sabbath] 

hi fter another man, or a dog shall 

Sauer. neti shall have ain burnt. If| have ever been absurd enough to represent the 

he throw for the purpose of wounding man or/ © 

beast, and before the wound is inflicted recollect single age. The proofs of the contrary are pal- 


He who hurts or wounds any of the eight 
creeping things which are mentioned in the law, 
is guilty. But he who wounds any other abomi- 


The knots, by which guilt is contracted [on the 
Sabbath] are the camel-drivers knot, and the 
sailor’s knot. And as a man becomes guilty by 
tying these, se likewise by untying them. Rab- 


of our system, among the German clergy, simulta- 
neous with a resuscitation of the great Reformer’s 
writings by the German press. 


Scriprurat Biocrapoy.—Few, if any, infidels 
Bible as the work of a single man, or even of a 


pable and many. One which strikes us with spe- 
cial force is the amazing variety of character and 
incident contained in the mere historical parts. 
Even laying aside all that is supernatural, there 
is a richness and diversity in Scriptural biogra- 
phy beyond the power of the most prolific fancy. 
Romantic adventures may be multiplied ad libi- 
ti@i@put not the simple incidents of private life. 
In order to do justicé to the case, we must con- 


not a loud appeal made to us to renew our zeal, 
and perform our duty! 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


Of the President of the United States, 4th March, 1833. 


Fellow Citizens,—'The will of the American people ex- 
pressed through their unsolicited suffrages, calls me be- 
fore you to pass through the solemnities preparatory to 
taking upon myself the duties of President ot the United 
States for another term. For their 08 9 ge of my 
public conduct, through a period which has not been 
without its difficulties, and for this renewed expression of 
their confidence in my good intentions, 1 am at a loss for 
terms adequate to the expression of my ude. | 
shall be displayed to the extent of my humble abilities, in 
continued efforts so to admmister the Government, as to 
preserve their liberty and promote their happiness. 

So many events have occurred within -he last four 
years, which have necessarily called forth, sometimes 
under circumstances the most delicate and painful, my 
views of the principles and policy which ought to be pur- 
sued by the General Government that I need on this de- 
casion, but allude to a few leading considerations, con- 


altitude. It! 


Twenty-one Protestaut Theological 
Seminaries, according to the same authority, contained 
in 1831, 726 students ; and eighteen medical schools, 1931 
students. Eight law schools are also mentioned, four of 
which have 131 students. ' 

In the annals of education the number of students con- 
nected with colleges and professional seminaries in the 
United States was estimated lately as follows :—Academi- 
cal 3,475, ‘Theological 663, Legal 88, Medical, not far 
from 2,000 ; in all 6,185, or one to every 2,078 mhabitants ; 
viz. in the New England States 1748 students, being ons 
to 1,118 inhabitants; Middle States 1,995—1 to 1844; 
poate States, 1,475—1 to 2,612; Western States 957— 
1 to 3,516. 

How large a part of these are to be regarded as pious, 
we have not the means of ascertaining. 

There are in the United States only about 9,000 minis- 
ters of the Gospel, of every denomination. The popula- 
tion is more than 13,000,000, and supposing the labours of 
each minister to extend to 800 individuals, there would be 
left nearly 6,000,000 of our citizens without the ministry of 
the Gospel. 


BartimoreE, Feb. 28.—We learn by a gentleman who 
left Aunapolis yesterday afternoon, that the bill authoriz- 
ing the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Company to make 
a Rail Road from Baltimore to Washington, passed the 


By request of the Managers of the Philadelphia Institute 
a Sermon will be delivered on Sunday evening next ip 
St Jaimes Church, in 7th, above Market street, by the Rey. 
Mr. Morton, to the Young Men of the Institute, at 7 
o’clock. The Young Men of this city, generally, are in- 
vited to attend. The whole of the lower part of the 
church will be reserved for them. 


By order of the Committee of Arrangement. 


BALDWIN & COLTON’S 
TEMPERANCE GROCERY STORE, 
No. 2444 Market street, south side, above 7th, and 
S. W. corner of 2d and Dock sts. 


FRESH TEAS, 120 chests and half chests, just receiv- 
ed, free from duty, and will be sold at correspondin 
low prices, by the chest or pound. 650 half chests blac 
Teas, are of extraordinary fine quality—housekeepers 
are invited to send for samples to try it. 500 Jersey and 
Baltimore Hams. 30 Tierces N. Orleans double refined 
Sugar, bought at auction and will be sold low. 150 ham- 
pers English Potatoes. 
~ Our rule of business is to keep the best goods we can 
obtain in this and the New York market, to sell as low as 
can be afforded, and to warrant all goods sold by us to 
give satisfaction. 


Communications.—Dr. Taylor’s Reply to Dr. Tyler, 
concluded; Dr. Skinner’s Aneeduell Address; The 
Bible, a test of moral character; “Force of Example in 
the Christian Pastor; Reviews; Fuller on Communion ; 
Calmet’s Dictionary.—Recéent Publications. Published 
monthly at $3,00 per annum. 


MISSIONARY HERALD, March, 1833. 
Containing the proceedings at large of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; with a 
general view of other benevolent operations.. Published 
at the expense of the A. B. C. F. M. Price $1,50 per 
annum. Subscriptions received. 
{-? Subscribers who have not reeeived the Herald for 
March, will please send taeir names and residences to 
— & Perkins, who are the agents of the A. B. C. 


Dr. SKINNER’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

The elements of power in Public Speaking. An Ad- 
dress delivered January Ist, 1833. at his pag, ese as 
Bartlett Professor of Sacred Rhetoric, in the Theological 
Seminary, Andover. By Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D.D. 


Just received by 
FRENCH & PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut Street. 


NEW COMMENTARY. 


sider how entirely free the narratives of Scripture 
are from amplification, prolixity, and prosing. 


bi Meir says, however, that guilt is not contract- 

ed by a knot which can be loosened with one ; eee 

: hood, Two thirds of most biographies and histories 

If a Gentile light a candle, an Israelite may| consist of gratuitous verbiage and , impertinent yg our cheraster emeng, tee nations of oe earth. 

. ; ( justi it t ne, 

avail himself of its light. But if he light it for|digressions, In the Bible, there is not merely | my administration, its governing, maxitns 
the Iaraelite, it is forbidden. If he draw water, less of this alloy; there is absolutely none of 


and so happy has been its results, that we are not only at 
s0' weter hist t, an Israelite may water his own} it. Its historical portions are rich streams of un- | peace with all the world, but have few causes of contro- 


March 13 | NOTES exp!anatory and practical, on the Gospels; de- 


signed for Sunpay ScHOOL TEACHERS AND 
CiassEs, by Albert Barnes. 


Just published and for sale. 


NEW BOOKS. 
Common Errors, by Mrs. Sherwood. 
The Flowers of the Forrest, by do: 
Life of Jno. Barr, 


nected with some of them. 
The foreign policy adopted by our Government soon bi 
after the formation of our present Constitution, and very 8 
nerally pursued by successive administrations, has 
een crowned with almost complete success, and has 


House of Delegates yesterday, by a vote of 61 to 15. The 
ll provides among other matters, for a subscription of 
,000 on the part of the State. —American. 


The Louisville Journal of February 21st, speaking of 
the letter from Cantonment Gibson, which stated that 
Capt. Ford’s Company-of Rangers had been attacked and 
destroyed by five hundred Indians, says, ‘‘ We have full 
and satifactory evidence that it is an hnposition. The 
whole story therefore goes for nothing.” 


REMOVAL. . 
PRINTING OFFICE. 
JAMES KAY, Jun. & Co. 


street to a new and commodious building in 
street. five doors above Fourth, south side, in the rear| ‘[he Hindoo Foundling Girl, or History of Little Poll 
of No. 128 ; where they will to conduct their bu-| Just published and. or sale by y 
iluted and With this fact i versy, and those of minor importance remaining unad- | the United States, one hundred and thirty averag- — branches, as heretofo No. 
afterwards. Butif he draw it for the Israelite it dilu an unmingled truth. it is fact in — domestic policy of this government, there are ing more than three hundred and fifty tons each. Of this . - Relizi 

, view, let any candid reader cast a rapid glance at) i" the c i t, 

is forbidden. igious 


‘ Books in Press. 
| two objects which especially deserve the attentiun of the | number, it is said that upwards of seventy are being built PSALMS & HYMN S. s in Press 
If there be a stone upon the mouth of a jar, a the biography of the Bible, and he will find, that 


f Bos Prec J l Christ our Example, by Caroline Fry, author of the 
ople and their representatives, and which have been, eneiag ee ee : | APPROVED by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian | Scripture Reader’s ide and The Listner. 
hae i that the stone shall instead of being tautological and monotonous, it | and will continue to b.:, the subjects of my increasing soli-| | The Governor of Massachusetts has appointed Thurs- Chureh, for sale 
man may incline the jar, so that the , -—" : | 
fall off. But if the jar stand between two other! 1s marked by an astonishing variety. A forger 


by 
citude. a are the preservation of the rights of the | day, the 4th of April next, as the annual taet in that Com- SOLOMON ALLEN, 
and 


Scripture Principles of Education, by the same author. 
Grandmamma Gilbert, by the author of Grandfather 
States, integrity of the Union. monwealth. No. 117 Cbesnut street. 


Gregory. 


May 25—wtfif 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


CONTROVERSY......No. 7. 


RULES. 
The undersigned, 


testants and Roman Catholics, do hercby 

to the observance of the tg, | rules : 
1. The parties shal] write gn 

the weekly religious papers call 

a Roman Catholic pa 


l-be published afic f i lan :—O 


vary pi be republished in the mmm 
suceccding Somber the Roman Cajholi per. The 
communications pot (6 exceed four columns of the Presby 
terian, vor to continue beyond six months, without con- 
sent of parties. 

2. The parties 


of Christ. 


3. They moreover agree, that after giving their views 
procced to discuss the 


of the Rule of Faith, they shall 


estion “Is the Protestant religion, the religion o 


hrist ?”’ 


4. The ies agree res 


with a subject, and shall b 
with a second topic, when 


to the other party the liberty of continuing to revicw the 


abandoned topic, as long as he shal! chose ; sul;ject, how- 


ever, to be answered, if he introduce new matter. 


5. Mr. Hughes to open the discussion, and Mr. Breck- 
imridge to follow, according to the dictates of his own 


judgment. Joun BRECKINRIDGE, 
Jno. Hucues. 


Philadelphia, December 14th, 1832. 


RULE OF FAITIL. 
New York, 5th March, 1898. 
To the Rev, John Hughes. 


. with the air of yictory. 


ing tohaye anamicable —— 
of the gt points of religious controversy between Pro- 
pe + bind themselves 


blish, alternately, in 
the Presbyterian, and 
r, to be furnished by the. first of 
mary, it being understood that the communications 
arty 


tively, te adhere pees 
to the subject of discussion, for the tine being, and to ad- 
mit no second question, until the first shall have been ex- 
hausted. .Each party shall be the judge when he = —_ 

t liberty to occupy his time ag ae 
is done auth the first, leaving “at ws untrue —My 


from your progtra- 

T think, a little abatement to your chivalry, 
that,youshould still cry owl against my ar 
guments, and yet meet them, in chief part, 


of the church or the Pope to constitute new 
articles of faith—This is untrue. Being a 
mere historical fact, if it is not untiue, you 
can easily prove the contrary.” This is 
strong language! Yet you put the subject to 
a fair issue; let us try it—it is done in few 
words. The bull of Leo X.’ dated June 
15th, 1520, levelled at Luther by name, con- 
tains forty-one pretended heresies, which 


‘|are extracted from his writings and solemnly 


ely book#@ are “Womed tp the 


ames—-and he allowed sixty days to recanf, 
-lor meet the thunders of the Vatican. The 
97th article, for which Luther is anathema- 


agree that there.is an infallibleRule of ftized for holding,is as follows; **Certuimn 
Faith established by Christ, to guide us in matters of reli- 
gion, for the purpose of determining disputes in the Church 


est in manu Ecclesiz aut Pape prorsus non 
esse statuere articulos fidei.”?, Which is, word 
for word, what I said before, viz: ** is cer- 
pj fain tf is not in the power of the Pope or 
church, to ordain, or decree articles of fuith.”’ 
He denounces this and the other forty arti- 
cles ‘as ** pestiferous,*? scandalous,” ** se- 
ductive errors.”—And yet you assert that 

aie then, is fully 
fortified. I would willingly explain your 
mistake by referring it to ignorance—and 
your being startled at the statement shows 
the monstrous nature of the doctrine. But 
how shall I account for your indecorum; 
especially aftér convicting you of such an 
error? 

I must however go into the defence of vet 
another ‘* assertion,’ as you style it. ** Ano- 
ther assertion ‘which is not true is that as to 
the Pope’s supremacy—there are no less than 
thrée systems in*our (the Roman Catholic) 
church.’ [ gave you proof of this when it 
-| was stated; but [ will subjoin more. The 
council of Basle, A. D. 1489 (see Caranza ’s 


with reiterated complaints of my departure} summa conciliorum, 33d, sessions, page 645) 


from “the Rules,’ and clamorous demands 


to keep to the question. When you propo 
sed to undertake a discussion with me, I re 


quested a reply to my first printed letter. 
Y dj { proposed a public, oral | jects this truth, is to be condemned as a here- 
After much ne- 
gotiation, the present channel was agreed 
The rules were, very much, of your 

own defining; you insisted that we should 

first discuss the rule of faith, and you must 
begin. I proposed that after examining the 

rule of faith, we should take this for the 

point of debate, ‘Is the religion of Roman 

Catholics the religion of Christ?’ - You stil] 

declined, and we must change it to this, “Is 

the réligion of Protestants the religion of 
And now, after all these conces- 
sions, you claim to inéerpret these rules, and 
etermine how J shall conduct my 
argument; and while the nerves of your 
cause are cracking under the pressure of 
truth, gravely charge me with violating rules 
and passing by the question! Iam weary of 
this unmanly strife of words, and ‘* vain 
Once for 
all, therefore, let me settle this matter. If 
the reade: will refer to ‘‘the rules,” at 
the head of this letter, he will perceive 
that the Sd assigns the ‘* rule of faith’ as 
the first subject of discussion, and with 
the following amplitude, “after giving their 
views of the rule of faith,” §c. Doves not this 
bring up the whole subject of the rule of 
faith? The 4th rule requires us, “ ¢o ad- 
here strictly to the subject of discussion for 
the time being—and to admit no second ques- 
tion,” &c. &c- Now I ask, have I not dis- 
cussed, throughout, one and the same ques- 
tion, viz-, the rule of faith ?—Both in my 
first and second letters, (Nos. 2 and 4,) I re- 
plied to all your objections. But I did not 
I went on to expose your rule. 

By a great number of yet unanswered argu- 

ments, I proved its utter falliblity. I have 

shown, by the confession of your own writers, 

that you are compelled to use private inter- 

pretation, by fallible men, in order to find 

out from the Bible your church and your 

rule: I have exposed your judge of contro- 
'.versies, as onewhom you could not agree on 


ou declined. 


discussion. You declined. 


Christ ?” 


even to 


jangling”’ about modes and forms. 


stop there. 


among yourselves, and who could not possi 


your behal 


nesses to the Roman Catholic Rule. 


that they violate the rules! 


of their fitness and their force. 


Before I enter on the examination of your 
reasoning, it is propér here to meet and re- 
pel a paragraph near the close of your letter, 
* But a more painful task is imposed 

on me, in reference to two or three assertions 
of yours, in which there is an entire depar- 
ture from the truth of history and of facts.— 
You assert that opinions pass into articles of 
faith or doctrine in the Catholic Church, and 
‘for this you quote the authority of Bellar- 
mine ; but I defy you to quote ten lines Je- 
fore and ten lines afier, the words * fere de 
fide,? without convicting yourself of what 


Viz. 


is not becoming ‘a minister of the Gospel.’ ” 
Now I had said in my letter, * your church 
has added to the word of God new articles 
of faith, and even new sacraments to the in- 
stitutions of Jesus Christ.” 


ight. But you proceed to remark, “ In th 
same manner you say that Leo X. condemn 


decreed as_follows: ‘* 7hat according to the 
-| councihof Constance, it is a true article of 
-|the Catholic faith, that a Council is above 
a Pope, and that whoever pertinaciously re- 


lic.’ Tere, besides its own testimony, that 
of the Council of Constance is likewise con- 
veyed. This is one system. It gives to the 
Pope a rank not only unequal in degree, but 
dissimilar in kind from the second system, 
which is called Jtalian, from its being the 
prevailing one at Rome, as the former is call- 
ed Gallican, from its prevalence in France. 
The Italian school or second system hold to 
the Pope’s unlimited sovereignty over the 
church; and make him officially infallible, 
and virtually the church. The Council of 
Florence, 5th Lateran and Trent make the 
Pope superior to general Councils. ‘This you 
will hardly deny—if so, I have proof at hand. 
Jvhannes Devotus (Vol. 1. Book 1. ‘Tit. 3. 
‘sec. 1.) on the supremacy of the Pope has 
this caption: **’The power of the Pope is 
episcopal, metropolitan, patriarchal and 
temperal. Tlis decisions from the chair ave 
infallible.”? Thethird system deifies the Pope. 
According to Gregory If. * the whole West- 
ern nation’ reckoned Peter aterrestrial God.” 
(Labb. 8. G66.) We are told that Marcellus, 
in the Lateran Council, called Julius, “a 
God on earth,” and without rebuke from the 
Council. Bellarmineon Authority of Councils, 
Book 2. c. 17—says: * all the names which 
are given in the Scriptures to Christ, even 
these same names are given to the Pope— 
whence it appears that he is superior to the 
church.” In Gratian’s Decretals, 1. p. Dis. 
96. Pope Nicholas to Michael, 7th chap. 
theWPope says, He is a God, and therefore men 
cannot gudge him. I might multiply these 
proofs at pleasure. Here then are the said 
three systems distinctly made out. How you 
can then so positively say it ‘is not rue,” 
our fellow citizens must judge. 
_We are now come to quite an era in this 
discussion, viz: the first defence of your rule 
of faith! Though it be in the 6th letter of 
the controversy, and its appearance now is 
only a peep at us from behind the clouds, yet 
we welconie ifs approach. Ourrule of faith, 


-} yeu say, is laid down in the Apostles Creed. 
bly be a judge, from the nature of the case: 
I have shown that your church has varied in 
doctrine from age to age, and therefore has 
not an infallible judge in her, as she pretends 

‘to have: 1 have shown that the direct tendency 
of your system was tocorrupt the worals of the 
people ‘and the worship of God, and there- 
fore your rule was entirely fallible, and even 
greatly evil: I have shown that your rule 
usurps the prerogative of God, and that it 
violates the testimony of the senses: that it 
was not only fallible, but entirely uncertain : 
that it requires ignorance and implicit faith 
as its foundation in the minds of men: that 
it is incompatible, not only with personal, 
but with civil liberty: fhat under the guid- 
ance of your rule, the Bible has been shut 
against mankind: that the commandments 
have been mutilated, additions made to the 
word of God, and that new articles, and new 

sacraments have been added, under the au- 
thority of your rule: that even ‘the Fa- 
thers,” of evidence in 


** I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, This 
rule, you perceive, does not exclude, but 
comprises the belief of the [loly Scriptures.” 
It may be said to be in substance this, 
the Holy Catholic Church is the living infal- 
lible interpreter of Scripture. Now it will 
be borne in mind that before any church can 
interpret, she must know what ig to be, inter- 
preted. What do you mean then by ** the 
Holy Scriptures??? ‘The Council of Trent 
has settled this question for you, infallibly, 
(as you say.) ** ALL THE BOOKS CONTAINED 
IN TNE OLD VuLcate Lavin Eprrion ARE 8:- 
CREDANDCANONICAL.” (Decree of the Coun. 
Trent, 4 sess.) ‘Then besides our Bible the 
Roman Catholic Scriptures include a number 
of books viz. 1 and 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, and 1 and 2 


Maccabees. ‘These make a large volume of 
themselves. The Jews, our Lord Jesus, 


the Apostles and early Fathers, unite to ez- 
clude these fiom the canon. You ought then 
to have proved them canonical, or dropped 


chave ‘been purged of matter} them from the Scriptures, as a preliminary 
which went against you: and that by the 
authority of the Pope, writers in your com- 
-~munion of a later day, have been abridged, 
enlarged, or changed, to fit them to be wit- 
These 
things have been clearly shown, as may be 
seen by a reference to the letters themselves. 
I ask do they not bear directly on the ques- 
tion? Your chief reply to them as yet, is 
When you at- 
tempt a rejoinder, the public will judge both 


step. The former you do not attempt; the 
latter were heresy in youu—When you say 
then. that the Lloly Scriptures are comprised 
in your rule, you deceive the reader,—since 
by “Tloly Scriptures” he means one thing 
and you quite another thing.—Again, in de- 
fining your rule, you omit two other very ma- 
terial features which are strongly brought to 
view by the Council of Trent, (4 Sess.) 
1. They say divine truth is contained both 
in the written books and ‘*in UNwrirreN 
TRADITION.” 2. Every Roman Catholic of 
every grade, binds himself solemnly as fol- 
lows, * I will never take or interpret them, 
(the sacred Scriptures,) otherwise than ac- 
cording to the unanimous consent of the Fa- 
thers”? (See Creed of Pope Pius 1V.) Now 
it is apparent from these facts, that what you 
call divine truth is quite another thing from 
the Bible; and it is equally clear that your 
church is restricted by her own decrees, to 
interpret this compound of Bible, Apocrypha 
and unwritten tradition, according to the 
unanimous consent of “the Fathers.” At 
this point, we see then either that ** the fa- 


thers’? were infallible and also unanimous in 
their terpretations of Scripture, or else 
your church receives her creed from fallible 


1 appealed for 
ast to various writers, and to the Bull of 
ope Pius 1V. You say-nothing of these 
proofs. I then added, “ Bellarmine we sup- 
pose means this when he says of one article, 
‘tere de fide,’ almost a matter of faith.” 
Now if, instead of ** slurring the notes,”? 
you had quoted from Bellarmine ten lines 
*¢+before and ten lines after’? the offensive 
’ Ppasgage, it would have come with a better 
- grace than a Parthian arrow shot while in 


men, and can have no uniformity in her doc- 
trines. But “the Fathers” you will own, 
were fallible; and that they were far from 
unanimous, will presently unite with 
your Bellarmine and others, to prove. Let 
ine here say, that the Roman Catholic rule, 
though withheld by you, is spread at large 
upon the records of your church, and from 
it I draw these definitions. If Lerr ih them, 
the task of confutation is easy. 

Having laid down your rule of faith, you 
proceed to prove that it was established by 
Christ, by an appeal to the Apostolical com- 
mission given Matt. xxviii 17-20. The reader 


ed Luther for saying: J¢ ts nod in the power | will please refer to it. Allow me here to put by 


the side of this, those passages which, added | 


tu it, make out the commission in full. ** And 
these signs shal! follow them that believe; 
in my name shall they. cast out devi!s; thev 
shall speak with new tongues.” “They shall 
take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them 5 they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.””.. Mark xvi. 17, 18. “ And ye are 
witnesses of these things.”—** And behold 


tarry ye ine tHe city of Jerus.lem until 
ye be endued with power, from on high.” 
Luke xxiv. 48, 49. ‘ But ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon yous; and ye shall be witnesses unto 
ine, both in Jerusalem, and in-all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth.”—Acts i. 8. 

Now we freely grant that the above pas- 
sages confer a commission on the Apostles; 
and that they were divinely endowed, for the 
discharge of the great work which was given 
them todo. But on these texts yeu found 
the following reasoning; ** Jn the commission 
referred to above, all nations and all days even 
to the end of the world are included. T'here- 
fore the fulfilment of the Saviour’s injunc- 
tion, required that the Apostles should have 
successors: in the ministry of teaching.” 
“ Lhen it is not by exercising an unfounded 
prerogative, bui*n simple obedience to the in- 
Junction of Jesus Christ, that Catholics heark- 
en to the voice of the church and the teaching 
ofits Pasters.’ ‘The sum of it is this: the 
Apostles had certain divine endowments for 
their work; Christ intended the Apostles to 
have successors to the end of time; therefore 
their successors must have the same endow- 
ments. Now what was it that constituted an , 
Apostle? (1.) No man could be an Apostle 
who had not been ** an eye witness” tu Christ’s 
person, and works. (see Luke i. 2. and 2’ 
Peter i. 16.) Paul says, 1 Corinthians ix. 
1. ** Am I not un Apostle? Have I not 
seen the Lord?” (See Acts i. 21—22 and 
x. 41.) (2.) An Apostle must receive his 
mission directly from Christ, not by any 
human ordination. For this reason, Christ 
appeared to Paul visibly on. his way to Da- 
mascus, and called him to the work of an 
Apostle; and this is what Paul means when 
he says, ** Last of all he (Christ) was scen 
of me, as of one born out of due time.” 
1 Cor. xv. 8 (3) Every Apostle had mi- 
racudous and extraordinary endowments: 
such as iuspiration, making him dfallible ; 
the gift of tongues; power to work miracles, 
(Mark xvi. 17, 18.) and to impart that pewer 
to others. (2 Cor, xt 12.) ‘Lhe apostles 
were told, (Acts i. 8.) to wait at Jerusalem 
for these supernatural gifiss and on the day 
of Pentecost they were accordingly fur- 
nished from on high, by the miraculous and 
extraordinary effusions of the Holy Ghost. 
By these endowments, they were enabled to 
speak at once many languages; to write in- 
spired books; to cast out devils, raise the 
dead, &e.  (4.) Every Apostle, as the name 
(one sent) signifies and as the terms of the 
commission plainly show, was to goall abroad, 
with plenary authority; not to be stationary; 
or make his permanent seat any where, exclu- 
sively. Now it is obvious that the Apostles had 
no successors in these respects. It was im- 
possible offer the generation, in which Christ 
lived, had passed away, that the Apostles 
could have such successors; for it was neces- 
sary to their office and work fo have seen the 
Lord. But this the second generation could 
not have done. It is plain also that such a 
succession was never designed by our Lord, 
or attempted by the Christians of the next 
are. It is true Jupas had a successor; but 
it was before the Apostles were fully endued 
by the Spirit and sent forth. And if any 
were to have successors, why not al/, as well 
as one? Why not James at Jeruszlem, Jolin 
at Ephesus, and Paul at Antioch, as well as 
Peter at Rome? Why tome more tlian 
eleven other cities? Will not all the tests 
you have quoted, apply as well to James at 
Jerusalem as to Peterat Rome? Had he not 
the promise of the same Z/o/y Spirit to guide 
him as Peter? Is not John called **a pillar” 
(Gal. ii. 9.) as well as Peter? Why do you 
single out tnfallibility for your succession, 
and leave out all other qualifications? It is 
curious to remark how you omit even a refe- 
rence to Mark xvi. 17, 18, where the gift of 
miracles is so inseparably united to the office 
of an Apostle. You must admit then, that 
there are some respects in which the Apustles 
had no successors.. But if some things are 
wanting, your argument is vain. If some 
things are wanting, may net one of them be 
infallibility ? And if the other superha- 
man endowments ceased, why should infalli- 
bility continue? ‘The conclusion ts irresisti- 
ble, that the Apostles had no successors, en- 
dued with extraordinary powers of any kind; 
and therefore the Roman Catholic rule of 
faith was not establis!fed by Christ. 

But yet we hold to a commission still 
standing and binding, which reaches to the: 
close of time: we believe ina visible catlto- 
lic (not Roman) church, to which appertain 
the ministry, the oracles, and ordinances of 
Gods -which is to continue to the end of the 
world—to which the Holy Spirit is promised 
as an abiding gifts; against which the gates of 
hell shall not prevail; and which is at last to 
fill the world. Of this church, Jesus Christ 
is the only heads; and the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing in the Bible, the only infallible rule of 
faith. 

You next introduce some of **the Fathers” 
to prove that the texts quoted by you were 
understood in their days, as, you interpret 
them. I would here say that “ Zhe Fathers” 
have a hard lot in your church. You treat 
them as some people do their “ children,” or 
as the Hindovos do their idol-gods; they 
honour them when they serve their purpose; 
and whip them when they do not. I have 
already shown the corrections to which they 
have sometimes been subjected, to square 
them to the uses of the church. Now let 
me bring some proofs directly to our pur- 
Chrysostom, (who lived A. 1), 398.) 
says, “the church is known, (tantummodo,) 
only by the Scriptures.” (Homil. 49 in 
Matt.) Bellarmine however says of this 
passage, “Jt is probable the author was a 
Catholic, but it seems to be none.of Chry- 
sostom’s.”—(De Scriptis Ece’s. A. D. 398.) 
Augustine, who lived A.D. 395. says, Thou 
art Peter, and upon the rock, which thou 
hast confessed, upon this rock, which thou 
hast known, saying, Thou art Christ, the 
Son of the living God, will I build my 
church; I will build thee upon me, not me 
upon thee.” (De verb. Domin. Serm. 13.) 
Yet Stapleton says of it, **it was a human er- 
ror caused by the diversity of the Greek and 
Latin tongue which either he was ignorant of, 
or marked not.” (Princip. doct. lib. 6. c. 3.) 


I the promise. of my Father upon you; 
bu 


poses 


But I will pass to examine an authority quot- 


ed by yourself, from Tertullian in his book 
of Prescriptions, &c. &c. From the manner 
in which you extract it, the author is made 
to testify, that Rome is the great centre and 
head, where the ‘**succEsston” from the 
Apostles has its seat ; and where the “Hap- 
py Church,” reigns in undisturbed suprema- 
cy- Your quotation runs thus: ‘* If you live 
near Italy, you see before your eyes the Ro- 
man church. Happy church! to which the 
Apostles left the inheritance of doctrihes 
with their bloodt wheret Pe -cracified 
like his master, where Paul was beheaded 
like the Baptist.”—But let us see his entire, 
ungarbled statement: ** Survey the apostoli- 
cal churches, in which the very chairs of the 
Apostles still preside over their stations, in 
which their own letters are recited, uttering 
the voice and representing the presence of 
each of them. ls Achaia nearest to thee? 
‘Thou hast Corinth. If thou art not far from 
Macedonia, thou hast the Phillipians and the 
Thessalonians. If thou canst go to Asia, 
thou hast Ephesus; but if thou art near Italy, 
thou hast Rome, whence to us also authority 
is near at hand.” (Prescriptions against He- 
retics.) And now, how very different is the 
passage and the meaning! How directly 
against Peter’s supremacy and the exclusive 
claims of Rome! How extraordinary the 
liberty which you take with the author and 
with historical evidence! It was thus,a man 
once proved from the 14th Psalm that there 
is no Gud—* The fool hath said in his heart, 
there is no God,” is the entire verse. But 


dropping the first part of the sentence, it runs 
thus, * ‘There is no God.” 


You ask in the second place, “Is the rule 
infallible ?” and infer that it is, since it is 
established by Christ. E grant you that a 
rule established by Christ, ts infallible. But 
as I have proved that Christ did not estab- 
lish your, rule, your conclusion falls to the 
ground. But let us proceed. It is not self- 
evident that your church is infallible, or your 
rule the true one. By what process then do 
you apply these texts to the proof of your 
rule? ‘The process, I answer, of private in- 
ferpretation. ‘Then I would ask, is your 
interpretation fallible or infallible? If fal- 
lible, where is the right or safety of your in- 
terpretation, especially when the point in 
question is no less than that on which all 
others depend, viz. where shall we go for an 
infallible rule? "This is the'more surprising, 
as you charge upon the use of private judg- 
ment all the evils of heresy ‘and schisin, 
which have in every age rent the church of 
Christ—perverted the word of God—and 
ruined the souls of men. Do you refer me 
to your infallible Church? But we are in- 
quiring after the proofs of her infallibility. 
Then does she refer me to Scripture passages 
fur proof? But how can I be certain that 
her interpretation is correct? Her infaliibil- 
ity does not asszre me, for she has not yet 
proved her infallibilitys; and if she can prove 
her infallibility in this way, then private 
judgment is sufficient fo settle the undoubted 
meaning of a great body of scripture-pas- 
suges, and terminate the grand controversy, 
on which all others depend. And what then 
becomes of the church of Rome’s complaint 
of the great obscurity of Scripture, which 
is affirmed to render her aid so indispens- 
able? Aud what must we think of her out- 
cries against the supposed arrogance of pre- 
tending to the exercise of free inquiry, and 
of jadging of the Scriptures for ourselves, 
when, without such an exercise and such a 
power of judging, it is found impossible to 
obtain the least proof or presumption of her 
pretended infallibility? Some parts of Serip- 
ture then, the church of Rome herself must 
allow, are capable of being understood with. 
out her aid. ‘Those declarations on which 
she rests her claim to implicit submission and 
obedience, she must allow to be sufficiently 
plain and intelligible to bind the conscience 
of every member of her communion, who is 
prepared to give a reason for his being a 
Catholic: and as an entire agreement with 
the dogmas of the chureh is all the faith 
which she requires, in erder to the salvation 
of her members, she must acknowledge, as 
well as ourselves, that the Scripture contains 
arule of faith sufficient for the purpose of 
salvation. ‘Phe only difference is, that in our 
opinion, the scriptures clearly unfold a system 
of saving truth; while in that of the (Roman) 
Catholics they are. obscure in every point, 
excepl the few pussages which direct us to the 
church, (the only authentic and immediate 
source of saving knowledge.)” Her teeat- 
went of Scripture, almost reminds us of the 
fabulous history of ‘Jupiter, who ascended 
to supreme power by the mutilation and ban- 
ishment of his father’? Robert Hall. 

We sce then that your rule utterly fails as 
to the proof of itself. In the next place it 
wholly fails in its application. For either the 
Pope is mfallibles or the councils or both unit- 
ed; or the universal church. Itseems not to 
be agreed among yourselves where infallibili- 
ty is lodged and therefore even at the thresh- 
old, a great difficulty arises. If the aniver- 
sal church be the seat, this is plainly useless, 
for you can never come atits decisions. if 
the Pope, be so, the world must go to Rome; 
or die in darkness. If a Pope, and a gene- 
ral Council united make the imfallible judge, 
(which ts not self-evident, and must there- 
fore be proved,) then as Roman Catholics 
commonly believe, you have the absurdity, 
that to fallibles make an infallible. ‘Two 
negatives may make an aiflirmative in Graw- 
mars but it will not do so in religion—for if 
you add fallible to fallible forever, the sem is 
fallible still. But if the infallible judge, 
(which is your rule of faith,) be found in the 
Pope and Council united, still it is out of 
the reach of the people. Such a council has 
not been held for two hundred and seventy 
years! But to answer any end, it ought to 
hold a constant session.—And not only so, 
but it ought to be omnipresent—for other- 
wise the millions of the people, which you 
speak of, in ** France, Scotland, Germany, 


Greece, Spain, Egypt, Palestine, China, 


[taly, Ireland, Peru, Canada, our own Re- 
public, and in every Island, and on every 
Continent, and in every country under hea- 
ven’—cannot consult this oracle. ll these 
millions are concerned to know its declara- 
tions; yet cannot; and ruin ensues. For 
there are only two possible ways to reach 
the mass of men, viz., either by Living-teach- 
ers, or by the decrees of councils. But both 
these methods are /iab/e to error; you are there- 
fore without a rule. No teacher is infallible 
as you allows; the decrees of the councils 
which few possess and fewer read, are at 
least as obscure as the Bible. The pri- 
vate interpretation of the Bible you call 
grand heresy of the Reformation;” 
surely ¢hen the private interpretation of de- 
crees, is not dessan evil! Jt appears then, 
that your boasted infallible rule is utterly in- 


applicable; and_while you decry the Bible, in 
the hands of the people, as the rule of faith, 
you have no substitute; and your cause is 
ruined. 

I remark next, that your reasoning as to 
an infallible rule of fatth, if well founded, 
leads us to reject every system that does not 
make all men perfect. For you agree that! 
Christ has established an infallible rule to 
“* guide us in matters of religion.” as well as 
** setile disputes” in his church. You ar- 
gue that a ruléwhich does not ‘settle dis- 
putes™® as to doctrine, is falliblé, and therefore 
not Christ’s rule. Now by parity of reas6n- 
ing, arule that does not regulate practice so 
as to make an end of sin, and make men 
perfvct here, must be a fallible rule. For 
faith is in order to holiness—and the rule of 
faith looks finally ‘* to the purifying of our 
souls even as Christ is pure.” But vour 
rule, I need hardly say, * makes none of the 
comers thereunto perfect.” On the contrary 
one of your own distinguished advocates said 
that the generality of your writers on morals, 
seemed “to have it as their great. business, 
to teach how near aman might luwfully come, 
and yet not sin.” (Sir Thomas More.) Sure- 
ly then if you are consistent, you should re- 
ject yourrule. 1 donot see how you can 
retain it, and yet argue against the Bible as 
a rule of faith, because it fails to make those 
infallible who adopt it as such. : | 

You take peculiar pleasure in associating 
the Protestant name and cause with infidelity 
and extreme heresies. The names of * Vol- 
ney and Priestly,” of Universalists,” Unita- 
rians,” &c. &c. seem to fluctuate through your 
fancy in close alliance with liberty of thought, 
with the use of the Bible, and the freedom of 
the press. Now it is very certain that the 
Bible never made a Roman Catholic; and the 
fear expressed by one of the defenders of 
your faith in former days, that its free perusal 
made Protestants, ever haunts your loyal 
breast. Let me here remind you that Athetsm 
has always flourished most, by the side of the 
Roman shrine; and where the Bible has been 
opened on the human mind, there truth and 
order, like the sun, has arisen and shone upon 
‘the people. Compare Scotland with Spain; 
Holland with Italy; Prussia with Portugal ; 
England with France ; our own country with 
the Mexican or South American States. What 
has made the immense diflerence ? The Bible, 
read without restraint, and multiplied without 
linit, and preached with boldness and fidclity 
to a thinking people. Having no space now 
for this topic, I promise, in future numbers, to 
give you ainple proof of the intimate union be- 
tween Romanism and infidelity, and Roman- 
isin and extreme heresy.. 

You slip the case of * the collicr” with far 
nearer approaches to profanity than right rea- 
soning. It is possible “ your rule of faith may 
be fallible;” or your collicr may be “deranged,” 
when he begins to inquireand think, after the 
slumber of his faculties for some half a eentu- 
ry, under the Roman anodyne of implicit 
faith. But surely it ought never to be made 
an alternative in a proposition, that “ Jesus 
Currist was a JuccLer!” Suppose, however, 
you apply the illustration to any other book, 
say the creed of Pius IV. or the “ Book of 
Bulls,” or “ The Fathers.” Has language not 
a fixed meaning? Are there not plain rules 
for its interpretation? Can we not understand 
a book because one man says it means this, 
and another that, and a third something else ? 
And must we call the Bible.a fallible guide, 
because some men may, and will, wrest it? 
Must we pin our faith to the Pope’s sleeve, 
because we are liable to error? Yet this is 
all you have to: say in defence of implicit 
faith. The sum of it is this—that the collier 
does (even as we have said,) believe what he 
is told, and because he is told its but it is bel- 
ter to do so, than worse; and he will do werse 
if he thinks for himself ! 

You next attempt an oblique defence of 
your rule from the many objections which I 
have brought againstit. In the fifth column, 
3d paragraph, you say, “ arlicles of faith and 
morals are the only objects of definition and 
transmission; neither does the church claim, 
nor has she exercised the right of creating 
new articles of faith.” Now I ask, did not the 
Council of Trent make new articles of faith? 
Did she not order a new Creed, containing 
these 12 articles, and binding all her commu- 
nion to hold them, under pain of spiritual 
death? And were there not even new sacra- 
ments among these articles? [ referred you 
for proof to the literary fraud by which “ eax- 
treme unction” was attempted to be made a 
sacrament, ‘in your church standards. You 
are silent about it! What I have said above 
about Leo X’s condemnation of Luther, plain- 
ly shows that you differ from him, and that he 
claimed the right not only to * define,” but 
‘‘ create” articles of faith, and “ impose them 
on men for their belief’ ‘Transubstantiation, 
indulgences, taking the cup from the laity in 
the Lord’s Supper, and five of your seven sa- 
craments are palpable innovations ; are new 
articles of faith, brought in by your church 
from age to age, and gathered up, and put ine 
to the creed, by the Council of ‘Trent. 

In your second answer ‘to objections,” co- 
lumn 5th, you pass by the questions by say- 
ing, ** discipline may vary.” Isuppose it is a 
point of discipline to forbid the use of the 
Scriptures; to restrict the freedom of the press; 
to claim the government of kingdoms; to es- 
tablish the inquisition; to burn heretics; and 
encourage extended and bloody massacres; as 
of the Waldenses and Hugonots! Under 
this head too, I suppose you comprehend 
your apology for the ‘ ambitious projects” 
of “individual Popes.” This is strange lan- 
guage! Individual Popes!” And yet is 
this all you can reply to all I have brought 


‘from the Popes and from the councils, show- 


ing that your system is incompatible with per- 
sonal and civil liberty? Your allusion to the 
Presbyterian minister now in the state-prison | 
of New-York, is legitimate. We mourn over 
such men—we depose them from their office; 
for we do not think, with your church, that a 


a service was thanking God, and asking 
his blessing on ourselves, not on the food we 
eat. But the superstition and darkness of that 
Pontiff who can encourage suchran anniversa- | 
ry, and the degraded condition of “the Mother 
and Mistress of churches,” who can uphold 
such a celebration, remain still unexplained. 
If,, however, the blessings were confined to 
dead beasts, and the anathemas removed from 
living men who circulate the Bible; it might 
be pitied, if not defended. 

Your objections on the points of infant bap- 


.tism, the change of the Sabbath, and the prac- 


tices of our chutchtas to the pastoral relation, 
surely have little to do with the rule of faith. 
The Ist and 2d come appropriately under the 
subject of tradition, on which you yet are si- 
lent. I will here only say that we find satis- 
factory proof for all the three practices in the 
word of God; or we would discard them. We 
reject not testimony which sustains our doc- 
trines; (not opinions) but we look not to “ un- 
written tradition” for their support; and “ if. 
the candlestick of the Roman angel were re- 
moved to-morrow,” we lose not a jot of proof - 
on any subject, except that of the depravity 
of man. But more of this hereafter, when, 
providence permitting, we hope to satisfy you 
in still further defending and illustrating the 
true rule of faith, i. e. the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing inthe Bible. 

[ have been informed that Bishop Kenrick 
did, on the 17th of February last, in St. Mary’s 
church, (Philadelphia) publicly warn the peo- 
ple against reading this controversy. I ask, 
is this true or not? If it be, it is not only a 
manifest interference, but a portentous intima- 
tion. 

I remain, Sir, yours, &c. 
Joun BreckinripcR 
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is the blackest page of human story. 


man may, like Judas, be a good Pope, and 
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moral of “bad man and good Pope” reminds 
us of the Archbishop, (he was also a prince) 
who swore profanely in the presence of a 
peasant; the peasant exclaimed with surprise, 
“ Archbishop, do you swear?” ‘ No,” he re- 
plied, ‘J swear as a prince.” “ Then,” said 
the peasaht, “ When Satan comes for the 
prince, what will become of the archbishop?” 
I will refer to only one other evasion of 
yours. You answer my statement, that the 
Pope held a great anniversary at Rome, to bless 
all sorts of beasts (while he curses Bible so- 
cieties) with an unworthy levity, about “a 
similar operation over a good piece of bref.” 


I have been accustomed to think that such | 
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